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Carol Magenau reMeMbers Parents with
land donation in south wellfleet
In December, WCT received a gift of a 1.39 acre parcel of land at 1234 State Highway, Route 6
from Carol Magenau in memory of her parents Mary Stubbs Magenau and William Magenau.
Bill was one of the founding members of the Wellﬂeet Conservation Trust. Carol, who spent all
her summers in South Wellﬂeet, moved here full time in 2009 after a working career as an
academic librarian, most recently at Dartmouth College Library for over 20 years. She is now
a member of the Town's Energy and Climate Action Commi ee, helping Wellﬂeet plan for and
adapt to climate change issues. Carol, a Radcli e alumna, was also an accomplished soprano,
singing and soloing with many choral groups, giving recitals, and performing with regional
opera companies.
The donated land has
been untouched since
Route 6 was constructed
on ﬁll brought in to allow
travel across Blackﬁsh
Creek. Fill was also
brought in to install the
railroad bed that now
supports part of the bike
path. The lot contains
upland woods and a tidal
Magenau Pond
wetland, where you may
have noticed blue herons along Route 6 across from Blackﬁsh Creek. The lot abuts the bike
trail to the east and the Gestalt Center to the south. Carol’s home is to the north.
Carol provided biographies of her mother and father at our request. She also supplied
information about her oldest brother Tom, who built up a large boat dealership in
Maryland that kept the family well supplied with boats which they enjoyed using in
Wellﬂeet over many years.
Continued to Page 2
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Magenau donation, Continued
Mary (Polly) Stubbs Magenau came from an old Cape family that se led here when Wellﬂeet
was still a part of Eastham. She was born in 1910 in South Wellﬂeet at the Stubbs homestead
on Blackﬁsh Creek. That house, no longer there, was
surrounded by outbuildings, including stables, a
windmill and a bowling alley. According to David
Wright, local historian and author of The Famous Beds
of Wellﬂeet, Polly’s grandfather Joseph Andrew
Lincoln Stubbs was the ﬁrst oyster dealer to use the
railroad to ship oysters to Boston, where he had a
wholesale shellﬁsh business at the Boston pier. Her
father followed in the business but died young. His
widow and her daughters continued to spend
summers in Wellﬂeet but lived in the family’s
Cambridge home the rest of the year. Polly and her
Polly and Bill Magenau
sister Carolyn both graduated from Radcli e College,
and Polly got another degree in social work from Simmons College. She met her future
husband through his sister.
William (Bill) Magenau was born in 1907 in Nebraska. He told of an early childhood memory
of living in Mexico when Pancho Villa’s outlaws came riding through town. His father also
died young, and the family moved to New Hampshire. He graduated from Dartmouth College
in 1929 with a degree in psychology. One of Bill’s ﬁrst dates with Polly was climbing Mt.
Washington! In their younger years, they were
dedicated members of the Appalachian Mountain
Club. They married and began raising a family, living
in a number of places but always summering in South
Wellﬂeet. They moved to New Haven so Carol’s
brother, Alan, could a end a special school for deaf
children. Polly got a job at the Yale Library, a library
degree from Simmons, and later served as town
librarian in Wellﬂeet. Bill started his own business as
Trustee Barry Turnbull,
a manufacturer’s representative and traveled
Carol Magenau and
WCT President Dennis O’Connell
throughout New England.
In 1970 they built a winterized home on their property in Wellﬂeet and retired here. Both
became involved in town a airs and supported Democratic political candidates. They
participated in Council on Aging activities and belonged to the Friday Book Club. Through
Bill’s association with Durand Echeverria, the ﬁrst WCT president, and his love of the outdoors,
Bill joined the Conservation Trust.
We thank Carol Magenau for her generous gift and for the glimpse into her parents’ lives.
Whenever you pass by the new WCT property, be sure to remember Polly and Bill Magenau
and the wonderful legacy their daughter Carol has created.
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Jeff PetruCelly Joins the board of trustees
We are happy to introduce Jeffrey (Jeff) Petrucelly, the latest member to join the Wellfleet
Conservation Board of Trustees. A transplant from the Bronx, Jeff is a 1972 graduate from Harvard
Law School. In 1983, he founded his own law firm Petrucelly & Nadler, which later became
Petrucelly, Norris & Minsch. During his long legal career, Jeff was named as a Massachusetts
Super Lawyer nine times. His publications reflect the scope of his concerns: employment
discrimination, including disabilities and retaliation claims, civil litigation, agreements, mediation,
lead poisoning, and landlord-tenant rights. In retirement, Jeff continues to work pro bono on civil
and human rights cases for individuals and community organizations, and as a Trustee has guided
us in some legal matters.
We asked Jeff to share some information about himself. Here are his responses in his own words.
I and my wife, Patricia Cantor Petrucelly (Pat), were
initially drawn to Wellfleet in the late 1970's because
of its natural beauty, recreational activities, art,
culture, and recommendations from friends. After
renting in the Indian Neck area for a few years, we
purchased a home off Old Wharf Road in 1985. We
loved coming to Wellfleet off and on year-round for
its beaches, ponds, National Seashore, bike paths,
restaurants, art galleries, and other activities. The
annual 4th of July parade and fireworks in P-town
Je Petrucelly
are family traditions. For many years, I ran in the
4th of July road race, as have my family, including my grandchildren.
I have two children – a son who lives in LA with his wife, and a daughter who lives with
her husband and two children (now 9 and almost 7) in Boston. We have spent a lot of
time with the grandchildren since their birth. All of them return regularly to Wellfleet.
Pat and I have been married almost 50 years, and we plan to celebrate our 50th anniversary
this fall at the Wellfleet Preservation Hall.
We worked as attorneys in Boston for many years in civil public service practices and
retired in 2015 and 2016. After retirement, we moved to a home we built overlooking
Blackfish Creek and have spent the last two years living in Wellfleet during Covid. We
love the natural light, air, and beauty of Wellfleet and take almost one good walk each
day to the bay or to the ocean or in the National Seashore.
My other favorite pastime is playing tennis, which I have done mainly at Oliver's since
about 1980, and now at Willy's during the winter. I also love to bicycle the Outer Cape
back roads and hills, and swim in all of the ponds and ocean beaches.
Continued to Page 4
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Jeff PetruCelly, Continued
When we purchased our first home, we backed up to what is now known as Old Wharf
Meadows subdivision. At the time, it was all woods with an old cranberry bog in the
middle, beach plum bushes, and even a fox's den where our kids saw the pups. A few
years later, we, along with other neighbors, tried to protect the land for its water supply
and conservation purposes. We first worked with the Wellfleet Conservation Trust in
the late 1980's along with the Audubon Society and other groups. Unfortunately, the state
funding match did not come through to put the land in conservation, and the developer
subdivided the 65-acre parcel and developed it. So, I have been a supporter of the WCT
ever since. Recently, I decided to add my skills to help it grow and prosper now that we
are living here.
On the personal side, I also enjoy participating in political activities that support social
justice, such as watching, listening, and reading about them in diverse settings, like the
daily TV and radio show, "Democracy Now." The latest book that I have read and
recommend is When they call you a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir by Patrisse KhanCullors and Asha Bandele. I also highly recommend Stacy Abrams book Our Time is Now.
Finally, I love to watch the sunset at the end of the day.
Welcome to the Board of Trustees, Jeff. We are fortunate to add you to our roster of dedicated conservationists.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
We appreciate your donation using the enclosed envelope or by
going to our website to use PayPal or Network for Good.

wCt annual Meeting
You are invited to the Chequessett Club, formerly the Chequessett Golf, Tennis
& Sailing Club, for a social hour and WCT’s Annual Meeting Wednesday,
August 17 from 4 to 6 p.m. We’ve missed you. It’s been two years since we’ve
held the meeting in person.
In the past we’ve featured guest speakers, including Seth Rolbein (2008),
Barbara Brennessel (2012), Peter Trull (2016), and Brian Carlstrom (2019). This
year we will have a presentation and the business meeting, but the focus is on
meeting with you. There will be a cash bar and refreshments will be served.
There will be plenty of time to mix and mingle.
Look for your member invitation in the mail and check for any updates on our
website and Facebook page. We hope to see you there.
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annual guided walk to sPeCtaCle Pond is on
If practice makes perfect, we’re striving for perfection for the WCT Annual Guided
Walk this September 10th. For two years we have been planning and practicing the
walk from the Long Pond to Spectacle Pond and back through the woods by way of
Gross Hill. If you are planning to join us for the free walk, follow our Facebook page
and website for updates. We are asking again this year that walkers register in
advance at wct.annual.walk@gmail.com. Once you have registered you will receive
an email with the time, parking information and more details on the walk.
Participants who have not received a COVID vaccination are asked to wear masks
since social distancing will not always be possible.
Walking is the best way to get to Spectacle and Kinnacum Ponds. Even if you own a
truck or four wheel drive vehicle, the formerly unnamed sand roads are challenging
because of untrimmed brush, root obstacles, mud puddles and sharp drop o s in grade.
Road conditions have not changed, but road identiﬁcation has. Entrances, Eldredge
Way and Isabel Way, are now named for members of the Belding descendants, the
property
owners
of
Kinnacum Pond. The
remaining stretch to
Spectacle Pond, is called
Jesse’s Way in honor of a
young cancer patient who
made it his favorite walk
during his ﬁnal years.
Spring
peepers
are
reliably ﬁrst to visit
Spectacle Pond each year.
In summer aquatic ﬂowers
Spectacle Pond
appear, ﬂoating hearts in
July and the less appealingly named, but equally beautiful, ﬂoating bladderwort in
August. By September, it is possible that foliage surrounding the ponds will be
changing to the fall display of color. Deep in a ke le hole, the pond area provides
habitat for a variety of birds during all the seasons.
Hats, bug and tick repellent and long pants are advised since we will be going
through a few narrow trails. Water will be provided, but you might want to bring
more. The estimated time for the 2 mile walk is two and a half hours. There will be
pick up drivers available at the Spectacle Pond parking area and on the far end of
Isabel Way for anyone unable to spend the entire time on the walk.
Put on your favorite walking shoes and expect good exercise, nature appreciation
and some background history of the area when you join us for our 14th Annual
Guided Walk on September 10th.
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Conservation who’s who

and who’s what

With surprising frequency, the Wellﬂeet Conservation Trust is still confused with the
Town's Conservation Commission. In order to help distinguish between the two groups,
we present here some thumbnail descriptions of their missions, additional conservation
partners and photos to associate faces with the corresponding organizations.
Conservation Trust
Wellﬂeet Conservation Trust (WCT) is a private sector
organization that is an IRS qualiﬁed 501(c) (3) non proﬁt
organization established in 1984 to assist and promote the
preservation of natural resources and rural character of the Town
of Wellﬂeet. Its mission is to conserve land in its natural state, in
perpetuity, for enjoyment by current and future generations.
There is a 16 member, all volunteer Board of Trustees, headed
by Dennis (Denny) O’Connell. The Trust directly owns or holds
conservation restrictions on property to be conserved in
perpetuity, inspects all holdings annually, creates and maintains
Denny O’Connell
trails open to the public, and o ers free annual events. Many of
our trails are in cooperation with the Town. We are funded by private donations and
speciﬁc grants.
The Compact

Mark Robinson

The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, Inc., founded in
1986, is a private sector cooperative of 31 land trusts and
watershed associations. The Compact sta , headed by Executive
Director, Mark Robinson, assists members with ma ers relating
to acquiring conservation properties, assists with grant
applications, and facilitates cooperation and learning among the
members. Executive Director Mark Robinson is available to assist
with real estate, land conservation and property stewardship,
ecology, fundraising and non proﬁt management. Robinson's
articles on conservation have appeared in the Cape Cod Times and
in this newsle er.

Conservation Commission
The Wellﬂeet Conservation Commission is a Town regulatory organization that was
established in 1972 in accordance with the local and State Wetlands Protection Acts. The
Commission's primary responsibility is to administer both local and state wetlands
protection statutes and associated permi ing. The Commission, a seven member board
of citizens appointed by the Selectboard, is guided by professional Town sta .
1960’s
Massachuse s Wetlands
Protection Act

1972
Wellﬂeet Conservation
Commission
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1984
Wellﬂeet Conservation
Trust

Conservation who’s who

and who’s what

Conservation Commission, continued
The Commission must review and condition proposed projects to be undertaken in
areas of its jurisdiction, such as inland and coastal wetlands, tidelands, ponds, rivers
and ﬂoodplains.
The Commission's objective is to
permit projects while protecting the natural resources
and the public interests they provide. The current chair
of the Conservation Commission is Leon Shreves.
Health and Conservation Agent Hillary Greenberg
Lemos and Assistant Conservation Agent Meredith
Ballinger follow up the ﬁlings with the order of
conditions set at hearings to uphold the Massachuse s
Wetlands Protection Act.
The Commission is also responsible for overseeing
many Town owned conservation lands and
conservation restrictions, often on or contiguous with WCT lands.
Hillary Greenberg Lemos

Open Space Commi ee
Another Town commi ee dedicated to conservation is
the Open Space Commi ee, formed in 1987. The seven
member commi ee is charged with surveying open
space land in Wellﬂeet to make recommendations to the
Selectboard and Town Meeting concerning conservation
and other uses. Open Space Commi ee acquisitions
which are put into the care and custody of the
Conservation Commission were made through use of
the Land Bank real estate surcharge tax. In 2005 the
Community Preservation Act replaced the Land Bank
Bruce Hurter
Act, and Open Space thereafter receives a 10 per cent
portion of annual surcharge revenue. Bruce Hurter, the current chair, meets with
the Conservation Trust on a regular basis to discuss Open Space studies and possible
acquisitions.
These conservation groups share their dedication to the protection of
groundwater, ﬁsheries, shellﬁsh areas, and habitats for plants and wildlife.
Whether an e ort is as major as the Herring River Restoration Project or the
preservation of a small parcel of land that is a part of Wellﬂeet’s character, the
Trust is proud to be a part of this conservation network.
1986

The Compact

1987
Wellﬂeet Open Space Commi ee
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wCt Celebrates

with

walk and signs

What better way to celebrate Earth Day than to go outside and take a walk?
Hopefully, our signs reminded you of this, and you did on April 22. The
Conservation Trust led our first Earth Day Walk through a loop of the Pilgrim
Springs Woodlands and Fox Island Marsh Conservation Area from the
parking area off Baker Rd., South Wellfleet to Whale Bone Point.
We recommend this route, as a pleasant walk anytime, not just for Earth Day.
You can even take a virtual walk at our website under the video tab:
www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org. There are other trails in the Pilgrim
Springs Woodlands and Fox Island Marsh Conservation Area waiting for
you to explore.

Fox Island Marsh
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sPotlight on... walkingstiCks
“Did that stick just move or am I seeing things?” you might ask yourself when you
encounter a walkingstick (Diapheromera femorata). Walkingsticks have thin, twig-like
bodies three to four inches long. Green, brown or grey coloration matches their
surroundings in the leaves they eat. They further camouflage themselves by acting like
sticks swaying with the plant as they move.
Walkingsticks have other defenses from predators. They can remain motionless with
forward and back legs outstretched to further mimic a twig. If necessary, they can play
dead by falling to the ground and stiffening their bodies so that the potential attacker will
turn its attention to a moving subject. If a bird or other predator grabs the leg of a
walkingstick, it will sacrifice the leg, which can regenerate. They generally feed at night
when risk of detection is lower, but they don’t trick bats, which use echolocation, tracking
by noise.
As an insect, the walkingstick has an exoskeletal (an external
skeleton that supports its body) with head, thorax and an
abdomen. The head contains the brain, mouth parts, two
compound eyes and antennae, which can sense temperature
and odors. Three pairs of long, jointed legs with claws and
suction pads on the feet are attached to the thorax. The back
legs do the power walking, the middle set determine direction,
and the front legs check on what lies ahead. The abdomen
contains the digestive tract and reproductive organs.
Walkingstick
When mating, females with the smaller males stay joined
together for long periods of time. If no male is available, females are still able to reproduce
by parthenogenesis, basically cloning eggs that will all become females. The eggs, which
resemble the seeds of the host plant, have lids from which the nymphs will emerge already
small versions of their adult selves. The newly hatched walkingsticks will climb up to
reach foliage and start to feed. They pass through four to six moults as they grow to their
adult size.
Walkingsticks are herbivores, consuming
leaves as the primary food in their diet. They
will not bite or sting you, but it is best to leave
them alone if you have the opportunity to
observe one. Look closely. Walkingsticks are
found on every continent except Antarctica.
They’re here in your garden or the Wellfleet
woods, hiding in plain sight.
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take to the highway!
Adopt A Highway
is
back in business for the
2022 season. If you are
an early riser, interested
in good camaraderie, a
li le exercise and doing
something beneﬁcial for
the environment, please
come join the WCT
volunteers who pick up
trash once a month on
Rte. 6. Our beat is the
South Wellﬂeet portion
of the highway between
Pilgrim Spring Rd. and the lights at the Marconi Beach entrance to the National
Seashore.
Adopt A Highway Volunteers

We meet at 7 a.m. in front of the South Wellﬂeet Post O ce every third
Wednesday of the month. We provide gloves, orange vests, trash bags and sticks
to collect the li er. Do come join us. We’d love to meet and trash walk with you.
If it sounds too “trashy” for you, wave and honk your approval if you are driving

annual wCt Meeting
wednesday, august 17, 4-6 p.m., Chequessett Club
annual guided walk
saturday, september 10, 9 a.m
directions available at registration
CoastsweeP
Monday, october 10, 9 a.m., Mayo beach Parking lot
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President's letter - sPring 2022
What will this summer bring? After two years of living with the constraints of a
pandemic, will we be going back to a normal summer season? ... and what is
normal? ... and what have we learned?
We were very disappointed by not being able to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Earth Day at the beginning of the pandemic shutdown two years ago, but the
concepts continue to be relevant, all the time and with increasing urgency. As a
result of the public dialog, there is a growing appreciation for land conservation
as people become more aware of the climate change issues and solutions. Our
land protects the natural resources and sequesters carbon that does not come back
as carbon dioxide.
We look forward to seeing you at our Annual Meeting on August 17th. We want
to "mix and mingle" with you so that you can ask us your questions. Although
we have not had regular Annual Meetings in these past two years, we have made
progress and will be able to update you on what your Trust has been doing in
the two-year hiatus.
I wish we could invite the entire group to the ever-impressive Herring River
Overlook, but parking is a challenge there. We did have discussions about the
size of parking, but it was a trade-off between parking and preservation, so there
is only space for four cars. If you have not been to this site, I encourage you to do
so. There is a map and description on our website. If you would like a Trustee to
guide you around, please make contact and we will try to arrange a time. It is a
one-mile looped trail with moderate ups and downs, but the views are worth it!
One of WCT's biggest challenges is acquiring new land for conservation. There
are still plenty of sites that should be preserved but as you know, Wellfleet land
is getting ever more expensive. We have had some nice donations of land to
preserve, and we are currently engaged in a fund raising campaign to acquire
new parcel near the High Toss Road. (High Toss Road is a very nice dirt road
walking route.)
WCT conserves lands in Wellfleet to protect habitat and natural processes for the
enjoyment of all current and future generations of people and other fauna and
flora. Once we have the conservation rights in hand, through ownership or
conservation restrictions, we steward the land though annual inspections. With
over 100 parcels and over 420 acres protected, it becomes a significant annual task
to steward, but our volunteer trustees are up to the task. The stewardship also
includes maintaining the trails to clean-up after major storms like we have had
over the past winter.
As we enter the high season in Wellfleet, I encourage you to enjoy the natural
beauty of Wellfleet. We are working to protect that beauty.
Sincerely,
Dennis (Denny) O'Connell, President, Board of Trustees
508-349-2162 or dennyoc@comcast.net
Wellfleet Conservation Trust Newsletter • Spring 2022• Page 11

Susan Anthony
Jane Baron
Bertram Bruce
Barbara Cary
Richard Ciotti
Michael Fisher
William Iacuessa
Gary Joseph
Jonathan Kelly
David Koonce
Dennis O'Connell
Virginia Page
Jeff Petrucelly
Susan Quigley
Mary Rogers
Barry Turnbull

Board of Trustees:

The Wellfleet Conservation Trust is an IRS
qualified 501(c) (3) non-profit land trust.
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