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DR. SHIRLEY STONE GARRETT LEAVES LEGACY WITH
“THANKS FOR YESTERDAY AND HOPE FOR TOMORROW”
This August the WCT received a living bequest from long-time
summer resident Shirley Stone Garre! on behalf of herself and
her late husband, James Garre!. (A living bequest is a gift that
is made in the donor’s lifetime that takes the place of the gift they
might have left in a will.) The WCT trustees are deeply grateful
for this generous gift, and inspired by the deep commitment to
preserving open space in Wellfleet that this gift represents.
The Garre!s met “on a bridge in Bangkok” while each on their
own separate travel adventure. Shirley went on to earn a
Doctorate in Asian Studies from Harvard, Jim came calling in
Cambridge, and from there it was an easy trip to join friends in
Wellfleet. The Garre!s were immediately captivated by
Wellfleet’s natural beauty. They were married at the Christian
Union Church in Truro in the 60’s, and from that time forward
spent summers here. On academic sabbaticals they climbed the
Himalayas and the Andes; in Wellfleet they sailed, bicycled, and
hiked the woods, and Shirley swam the perimeter of almost all
the Wellfleet ponds every summer. Jim and Shirley built their
beloved Wellfleet co!age with their own hands—but that is another great story. As is true for so
many of us who love this special place, the Garre!s deeply cherished their time in Wellfleet and, in
particular, cherished the natural beauty of Wellfleet’s open spaces.
The Garre!s have been ardent supporters of the WCT because they understand that the WCT exists
in order to preserve and protect these open spaces which we all treasure. Dr. Garre!’s gift came with
a personal note saying “with thanks for yesterday and hope for tomorrow.” Dr. Garre! also specified
that she hoped her gift would inspire and motivate others to donate to the WCT. The Trustees are
grateful for the thoughtful intentions of this gift and are moved by Dr. Garre!’s message. We hope
that you, too, will be inspired by Dr. Garre!’s commitment to leave a legacy that will preserve and
protect the Wellfleet that she and Jim have loved so dearly, with, as she so eloquently put it, “thanks
for yesterday and hope for tomorrow.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON: THE GREAT BLUE HERON
What’s that stick doing out in
the marsh, you might think
until, with a primordial
squawk, it stirs, and a great
blue heron takes flight across
the marsh. Not just the
emblematic bird of the
Wellfleet Conservation Trust
signs, the great blue heron
(ardea herodias) is a denizen of
all
Wellfleet
bayside
waterways and a frequent
visitor to nearby ponds.
Skilled at fishing because of its stalking ability, the great blue heron is also an
opportunistic feeder, something one of our trustees verifies. Early in 2013, Peter
Hall witnessed a great blue heron devouring a chipmunk in his marsh front yard.
Great blue herons will perch in tall pines beside the shore, partially for safety and
partially for the good vantage point the trees provide.
Besides its unforge!able sound, great blue herons are identified by their long-legs
and S-shaped necks which give them a stork-like appearance. Great blues grow as
tall as 4.5 feet with wingspans up to 6.5 feet and can cruise at 20-30 miles an hour.
Look for these amazing birds next time you are in the Wellfleet marshes and creeks.

COMMEMORATIVE BENCHES AVAILABLE
HONOR A LOVED ONE
OR

MEMORIALIZE THE DEPARTED
WITH A

WCT BENCH PLACED ON CONSERVATION TRUST LAND
CONTACT US THROUGH OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.WELLFLEETCONSERVATIONTRUST.ORG

TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR A GIFT BENCH.
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INTRODUCING
DWIGHT E. ESTEY, NEW TRUSTEE
The Trustees are happy to introduce new trustee
Dwight E. Estey of South Wellfleet who was
formally voted in at the Annual Meeting in
August. Dwight’s career in teaching spanned 35
years, and earned him the Outstanding Educator
Award from the North A!leboro Alumni
Association in 2010, and Boston Globe’s Coach of
the Year in 1986. Thanks to his wife Arlene,
Dwight started spending summers here in 1975
and then they built a home here five years later.
“I grew up on a large family farm surrounded with relatives who appreciated
land and taught me the value of land preservation. My uncles showed great
foresight, saving open space by refusing enticing offers from developers and
instead pu!ing their land into the Massachuse!s Dairy Farm Preservation
program,” explains Dwight, “I grew up valuing the connection between nature
and the quality of life. I especially appreciate how WCT not only protects land,
but also encourages use through its many walking trails.”

ROBERT HANKEY’S MEMORIAL
On August 17, after the Conservation
Trust Annual Meeting, family, WCT
trustees, ZBA members, Open Space
and Cape Compact representatives,
election officials and friends of Robert
Hankey gathered at the newly erected
memorial rock and plaque in his
memory in the Pilgrim Springs
Conservation area off Baker Road.
The many testimonials a!ested to the
love everyone had for Robert and to
his deep commitment to conserving
open space. The plaque on the
commemorative rock best explains
his view: Conserve the beauty of this nature. It can never be replicated.

Next time you visit the Pilgrim
Springs Woodlands and Fox Marsh
Conservation area, be sure to stop by
his memorial, which is not just the
rock, but the whole beautiful
landscape that surrounds you.

Eleanor Stefani (Robert’s wife) and her son Jeffrey,
Mark Robinson, Dennis O’Connell
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NEW REPORT SHOWS CONSERVATION
BOOSTS THE LOCAL ECONOMY
Every dollar the Commonwealth of Massachuse!s spends on conservation
returns $4 and supports jobs for hundreds of thousands of locals, a recent study
released by The Trust for Public Lands shows. The study sought to quantify the
economic benefits received for the 131,000 acres that Massachuse!s protected
between 1998 and 2011. The report, titled “The Return on Investment in Parks and
Open Space in Massachuse!s” concludes that land conservation has been an
excellent investment for the Commonwealth. Among the findings:
1. Protected lands boosted a variety of key industries, including tourism, outdoor
recreation, agriculture, forestry and commercial fishing;
2. Investments in farms and working renewable forests generated growth in a
number of crops, timber, and associated industries;
3. Land set aside to protect drinking water supplies saved $20 million in filtration
plant construction and operating costs;
4. Land conservation and the creation of new parks stimulates increased
recreation and a healthier lifestyle, which cuts public health costs.
WCT, through the Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, cosponsored this
study. The full report is at h!p://cloud.tpl.org/pubs/benefits-ma-roi-report.pdf

The bo!om line? Conservation is good business!

STATE OF WELLFLEET HARBOR CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2 AT 9:00AM
The Annual State of Wellfleet Harbor Conference will be held at Wellfleet
Elementary School on November 2, beginning at 9 a.m. with an 8:30 sign in.
Topics include: An Environmental History of the Cape & Wellfleet Harbor; the
History of the Quahog; Seals; Sea Level Rise; Return of Sea Run Brook Trout;
American Eels; and a Terrapin Talk.
The Conservation Trust is one of the sponsors of this excellent event.
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LOSING WELLFLEET
This strip of sand sticking out into the Atlantic
which we all love so dearly is not only beautiful,
but also extremely fragile. This means Wellfleet
is particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate
change, especially rising sea levels. This was the
subject of the keynote address given by Mr.
Thomas Stone at the WCT Annual Meeting on
August 17. In his talk “Losing Wellfleet”, Mr.
Stone, M.A., environmental geologist and
Scientist Emeritus of the Woods Hole Research
Center, covered changing Cape Cod landscapes
back to 1951 with a particular emphasis on how
rising sea levels will impact Wellfleet.
A poster and map entitled Losing Cape Cod was published by the Woods Hole Research
Center in 1999. These documents portrayed the dramatic changes in the Cape Cod
landscape, primarily due to development, from mid twentieth century to the eve of the new
century. The Woods Hole Research Center staff, led by Mr. Stone, updated the earlier
publication in 2005 with Losing Cape Cod/Saving Cape Cod.
Stone says that significant progress has been made in developing awareness to loss of open
space, but population has grown by 400 percent since 1950. Besides the challenges of septic
waste, air quality and clean water, we now face threats from climate change, sea level rise
and the likelihood of increased storms.
To further examine maps documenting the rapid changes on Cape Cod, go to the Woods
Hole Research Center’s website www.whrc.org/mapping/capecod for an interactive map
showing the differences between 1951 and 2005.

What do you want your legacy to look like?
What is really important to you to leave behind?
Consider a gift to the WCT.
For more information regarding leaving a bequest
to the WCT contact president Dennis O’Connell
at dennyoc@comcast.net or at 508-349-2162.
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OLD WHARF GUIDED WALK
ENLIGHTENS PARTICIPANTS
“It was seven talks and walks all in
one!” “I learned more about my
own neighborhood than I ever knew
before.” WCT’s Seventh Annual
Guided Walk in Wellfleet on
September
7th
delighted
participants with rich information
and beautiful views of Blackfish
Creek, Drummer Cove, Cannon Hill,
Pleasant Point, Lieutenant’s Island
and the main a!raction, Old Wharf.
South Wellfleet historian Pam Tice
introduced the more than 100
participants to Prospect Hill, where
the walk began. Don Palladino
oriented the walkers after they emerged from the Indian Trail and headed east along Blackfish
Creek. Reversing direction, the crowd followed the shoreline to a causeway where Eric Eastman
explained the former layout and force of the inlet.
Walk Guides, left to right: Don Palladino, Pam Tice,
Bruce Hurter, Bill Iacuessa, Herb Elio!, Eric Eastman,
Brad Kaplan, Dennis O'Connell

At Old Wharf North, a few stubs of the pilings were visible before the rising tide lapped over
them. Bill Iacuessa distributed pictures of the old wharf and of the blackfish stranding of 1884.
Dwight Estey discussed strandings in the vicinity.
At Old Wharf landing Brad Kaplan expounded on
shellfishing in the Loagy Bay/Old Wharf area. Pam
Tice related tales of rum runners and modern day
marijuana smugglers. Herb Elio! explained the
advantages of the kayak racks provided by the Trust.
After a li!le trek down the road, Bruce Hurter
revealed an intact turtle garden he and others had
been monitoring all summer. The diamondback
terrapins were soon due to emerge.

Walk Participants

Finally Bob Gross, his wife Susan, and Heidi the
Labrador retriever greeted the walkers shortly before
noon at their historic South Wellfleet train depot home.
Moved from its original location along the tracks on
the east side of Blackfish Creek, the building retains
some of the original character even with its additions.

Blackfish Creek

“Best walk yet!” “Where are we going next year?”
“Thank you, thank you, thank you,” echoed over
Prospect Hill as the walkers dispersed.

The Annual Guided Walk is WCT’s signature event. Be sure to join us next time!
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OLD WHARF QUIZ
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW SOUTH WELLFLEET? THOSE WHO JOINED US
WCT ANNUAL GUIDED WALK OF OLD WHARF POINT LEARNED
THE ANSWERS TO ALL THESE QUESTIONS… TEST YOUR SKILL!

FOR THE

Q: Where does Blackfish Creek get its name?
A: From the periodic strandings of blackfish, AKA long-finned pilot whales,
AKA grampus. The Pilgrim name for Wellfleet Harbor was Grampus Bay.
Q: What illegal activity likely occurred on Old Wharf during the prohibition?
A: Rum running
Q: How many Wellfleet locations boast the name “Cannon Hill”?
A: Four
Q: How soon after eggs are laid do most turtle nests suffer predation from foxes?
A: Within 24 hours
Q: What year did WCT acquire the final piece of privately-held property on
Mill Hill Island, making the whole island a permanent wildlife sanctuary?
A: 2013
Q: What landscape feature is noticeably absent in the earliest photographs
of Old Wharf Point?
A: Trees
Q: What is local historian Pam Tice’s blogsite on the history of South Wellfleet?
A: www.southwellfleet.wordpress.com
Q: What was the name of the company that ran the wharf?
A: Southern Wharf Company
Q: What Drummer’s Cove activity did early fishermen rely upon to
preserve their catches?
A: The saltworks
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P OPULARITY OF T URTLE G ARDENS
AT H EAD OF D UCK C REEK
Have you noticed wire mesh cages
do!ing sunny, sandy slopes near
Wellfleet salt marshes? If so, you’ve
seen a turtle garden.
Dr. Barbara Brennessel recently
reported on the success of the turtle
garden at the WCT Head of Duck
Creek property. This year 36 diamond
back terrapins were hatched and
released from the site. Dr. Brennessel
and volunteer Curt Smith monitored
10 nests, four of which they found
themselves. A nest relocated from the
area near Uncle Tim’s Bridge Brennessel emphasizes the importance
produced 10 healthy hatchlings.
of maintaining the WCT turtle nesting
site. We are thrilled that the turtle
One of the nests had a shrub growing garden has been so popular with the
inside the predator exclusion terrapins and of course are commi!ed
enclosure which Brennessel feared to maintaining it!
would delay the development of the
turtles.
However,
when
she
a!empted to pull the plant out, she
discovered healthy hatchlings within
the nest. One nest failed to produce
any viable eggs, and there were two
road mortalities of egg-bearing
females a!empting to cross Route 6 in
the Head of Duck Creek vicinity.
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TRAIL-MAKING ON THE CLOVER PROPERTY
Have you noticed the new WCT sign on Old County Road in South Wellfleet? It
marks the trail head of our new trail through the Clover property. As you may
remember, this property was the keystone of a plan sponsored by the WCT, the
Open Space Commi!ee, and incorporating Community Preservation Act funds,
to preserve 8 acres of upland pine woodlands and establish trails connecting
with the Cape Cod National Seashore. Throughout the spring, volunteers
including WCT trustees and Open Space Commi!ee members have been busy
installing, marking, and mapping trails through the Clover property which
formally closed last December. The 8 acres are situated in critical habitat areas
for Species of Special Concern, and the Massachuse!s Natural Heritage Program
reports three rare animal species living on or near the site. Endangered
Mayflowers are among the many outstanding natural a!ributes of this property.
The land consists of a healthy pitch pine and oak tree forest with full canopy.
The shrub layer consists of viburnum, bayberry, shadbush, highbush and
lowbush blueberry, and black huckleberry. This understory suggests that while
the land may have been cleared (as most of the Cape was by the mid-19th
century), it was never plowed. Groundcovers include mayflower, checkerberry,
Indian pipes, and other typical native flora.
The house on the property dates back to 1840. After renting the house several
summers beginning in 1962, the Clover family bought the house and land in
1969, and it served as their summer home for many years. On the property are
the remnants of a pheasant pen, a cartpath, and what remains of Old Bell Road.
When the family decided to dedicate the property to conservation, they patiently
endured the torts of a long process – for which the trustees are deeply grateful,
because this is truly a prized parcel.

Over Labor Day weekend, members of the Clover family came to see progress
on the trail-making. Pictured from left to right: George Tilton, Rob Leatherbee,
Margaret Clover Tilton, Nick Clover, Ralph Clover, Winnie Stopps, Katy Clover
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PROTECTING THE WELLFLEET OYSTER
Earlier this year, atmospheric CO2
reached 400 parts per million for the
first time in recorded history. For the
oceans of the world, this means more
acidic waters, and troubled time ahead
for shellfish, including our own
beloved Wellfleet oyster.
When CO2 dissolves in water, it
produces carbonic acid, which lowers
pH and robs seawater of carbonate
ions, an essential ingredient used by
creatures like shellfish and corals to
build their shells. As seas become
more acidic, they become corrosive
and inhospitable to these forms of life.
In laboratory studies, oysters, clams,
scallops and other shellfish raised in
more acidic seawater develop more
slowly, produce shells that are smaller,
more fragile, and deformed, and die in
greater numbers compared to those
raised in healthy seawater.
Unfortunately, the coastal areas of
Massachuse!s
are
within
an

acidification hot zone. This endangers
not only our prized Wellfleet oyster,
but all the local shellfishing traditions
and industry that it supports as well.
Land conservation helps to counteract
this trend by protecting plants. Trees
and other vegetation naturally absorb
atmospheric
CO2
to
conduct
photosynthesis, making less of it
available to dissolve into our seas.
By the way, you may have noticed our
local shellfishers doing things a li!le
differently this year, such as keeping
their oysters shaded and iced
immediately after harvest. That’s
because there are new regulations in
effect to protect against vibrio, a
bacteria that can make people sick.
These new regulations for the
handling and storage of shellfish are in
effect during vibrio season, May 24th
thru October 20th, and safeguard our
enjoyment of these fabulous fruits of
the sea.
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P RESIDENT 'S L ETTER - FALL 2013
As a dear family friend used to say, all days on Cape Cod are good. It may be that
a particular day is even be!er, but they are all good. What a summer we had this
year, celebrating Wellfleet's 250th anniversary. It was non-stop with so many good
events. I hope you got to some of your favorites.
This year’s Annual Meeting was a!ended by over 100 people. Our keynote
speaker, Thomas Stone, spoke about changes on Cape Cod due to population
growth and climate change. I found the parts of his talk related to how the
inevitable rise in sea level will have an impact on what we do in Wellfleet
especially compelling. Because land conservation is one of the ways we can
potentially mitigate higher storm surges and other effects of rising sea levels, these
aspects of Mr. Stone’s talk were also especially relevant to our mission at WCT.
I also reported at the Annual Meeting that the WCT has now preserved 362 acres.
Just 10 years ago we had 260 acres. It is thanks to your generous donations of
land and money that these additional 100 acres of beautiful open space in
Wellfleet are now protected. Inside you will find an article about a living legacy
just given by one of our members. Planned giving in an estate is a powerful tool.
Also, consider a direct gift from IRA's and other tax-deferred plans. Your tax
advisor and estate planner can advise you of good, effective plans. If preserving
and protecting Wellfleet is something you really care about and want to pass on
to future generations, please consider including the WCT in your plans.
As you can see by the content of this newsle!er, our 100% volunteer-staffed land
trust is motivated and doing a lot of good in our community. Thank you for your
memberships and donations. They not only support us but also energize us. Of
course we also welcome non-monetary help and new ideas. If you have an idea
you’d like to share with us, please let me or any of the Trustees know.
Thank you.
Dennis O'Connell
President/Trustee
508-349-2162
dennyoc@comcast.net

Dennis O’Connell and Keynote Speaker,
Thomas Stone
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