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ANNUAL MEETING COMMEMORATES WCTS THIRTY YEARS
Keynote speaker Mark Borrelli gave a
sobering address on sea level rise in
Wellfleet at our Annual Meeting, held on
August 16th. Dr. Borrelli explained that
areas such as the bayside in Wellfleet are
particularly vulnerable to the eﬀects of
rising sea level which threaten critical
coastal habitats, tidal flats, and shell
fishing areas. He talked about the
dangerous eﬀects of rising sea level on
storm surge which is, of course, another
major concern for coastal communities like Wellfleet. Because salt marshes and other natural
features of the shoreline are nature’s means of accommodating storm surge, preserving and
protecting these areas from development is one of the things we can do to protect against the
ravages of rising sea level.
President Dennis O’Connell ran the business session of the meeting. He highlighted the
properties preserved in the past year and shared some of the history of the WCT’s first 30 years,
including the invaluable foresight of the founding members of the Trust. Three of the founders
were present: Richard Wallace, Linda B. Miller, and Gary Joseph, who is still an active member
of the Board of Trustees.
After the presentations, everyone celebrated with a delicious 30th birthday cake baked by
Trustee Mary Rogers. Happy 30th WCT!

KEEP YOUR FRIENDS CLOSE AND YOUR MEMBERS EVEN CLOSER!

Wellfleet Conservation Trust Newsletter • Fall 2014 • Page 1

SEYFERT SISTERS DONATE 1.85 ACRES
Mel and Robert Van Peenan, and
Mel’s sisters, Patricia Geiger and
Valerie Piper, have donated a
former woodlot of 1.85 acres to
the WCT. The parcel is located oﬀ
Route 6 near the intersection with
Old County Road. The property
had been in the Seyfert family
since 1939. The family has been
interested in conservation for
many years, and they worked
with the WCT to make this
donation possible. Because the
parcel was inaccessible, WCT
approached neighbors at the
Spring Valley Condominium
Trust who have now donated an
access easement to WCT. The
surrounding area is nearly fully
developed, so the preservation of
the land in its natural state is
particularly gratifying, in addition
to being important in protecting
water quality.
Preserving this natural oasis
would not have been possible

without the generosity of the
Seyfert sisters and the Spring
Valley Condominium Trust — the
WCT expresses deep thanks to the
donors of both the land and the
access easement. The WCT
provides an option for private
landowners who are interested in
preservation of natural resources.

Mel and Robert Van Peenan

If you have a spot that you are
considering
donating
to
conservation, please contact
Dennis O’Connell at 508-349-2162
or dennyoc@comcast.net.

MASS SUPREME COURT RULES:
NO PROPERTY TAXES ON CONSERVATION LANDS
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THREE DECADES – THREE HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE ACRES,
FIRST DECADE 1984-1994

Lieutenant Island
1986 First conservation restriction (CR) is placed on the Ed and Norma
Simon property on Old County Road; WCT helps to found The Com
pact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, a national model of
sustainable land trust cooperation.

Duck Creek

1988 WCT President Durand Echeverria
receives the Massachuse"s Enviromental
Award for his “clear and unswerving
dedication to protecting Cape Cod’s
fragile ecosystem.”

1989 WCT sponsors successful designation of Wellfleet Harbor as
an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) by the State.
1990 Robert Hankey elected second
President of WCT.
1994 WCT marks 10-year anniversary
with over 153 acres under conservation;
begins Fox Island Marsh project,
fostered State purchase of 71 acres
of marsh and barrier beach behind
Indian Neck, first State conservation
land in Wellfleet.

Sewell’s Gu"er
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THREE DECADES – THREE HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE ACRES
SECOND DECADE 1994-2004
1996 First land purchase by WCT:
1 acre lot on Bayberry Lane.
1998 WCT sponsors successful campaign
to adopt the Cape Cod Land Bank
Act in Wellfleet, providing
dedicated funding for open space
purchases.

Bayberry Lane

1999 The Town, with Land Bank funds
and in partnership with WCT,
begins acquisition of 16 lots of land
in the Pilgrim Springs upland area.

Fox Island
2003 WCT begins partnership
with AmeriCorps to enhance
land stewardship and trail
systems.
AmeriCorps Volunteers
2004 The largest upland addition
(6 acres) is added to Pilgrim
Springs Woodland area in time
for WCT’s twentieth anniversary;
Dennis O’Connell elected as third
President; WCT completes year
with over 265 acres under
conservation.
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Dennis O’Connell

THREE DECADES – THREE HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE ACRES
THIRD DECADE 2004-2014
2005

WCT President emeritus Robert Hankey named Conservationist of
the Year by Nauset Rotary; WCT approved by State DOT to institute
monthly “Adopt-A-Highway” program.

2007

Robert Hankey receives Ansel B. Chaplin award from The Compact of
Cape Cod Conservation Trusts for “Excellence in Open Space protection
on Cape Cod”; WCT and Town open new trails on Box Turtle and Bayberry
Hill Conservation Areas to public; WCT conducts first annual “Guided Walk”;
WCT recognized in Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) Top 40
environmental organizations on Cape Cod.

2008

WCT launches website www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org; WCT
sponsors “Forces of Nature” dramatic reading at W.H.A.T.

2009

WCT and Town complete 1.75 miles of public trails through Fox Island
Marsh/Pilgrim Springs Conservation Area.

2011

WCT participates in “Celebration of Open
Space” at Wellfleet Preservation Hall.

2012

Head of Duck Creek acquired and
re-naturalized; WCT partners with Mass
Audubon and Wheaton College for
diamondback terrapin sanctuary; first
turtle gardens yield 19 hatchlings; Durand
Echeverria memorial rock dedicated at
Indian Neck; WCT initiates Earth Day
campaign in Wellfleet.

2013

Clover and Walker acquisitions completed; dedication of Robert Hankey
memorial in Pilgrim Springs Woodland; WCT launches “Wellfleet Open
Space & Conservation Lands” digital interactive map on website.

2014

WCT celebrates 30th anniversary with 365
acres under conservation; new trails on
Walker and Clover conservation areas are
opened to the public; dedication of bench
in Pilgrim Springs Woodland in honor of
Ira & Godeleine Ziering; Seyfert family
donates 1.85 acres.
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OUR FOUNDING TRUSTEES

A COMMON VISION, UNCOMMON RESOLVE
It was 1984. The real estate market was booming, and Wellfleet was brimming with
speculation and new development. But locals were concerned: “The Gut” had to be closed
that year due to serious erosion; water quality was deteriorating; and Wellfleet’s prized
shellfish beds were ge"ing sick. To Selectman David Ernst, there was too much at risk and
Wellfleet needed to establish a land trust. He called a meeting in the basement of Town
Hall to assemble a commi"ee. He invited all the Town department heads and reached out
into the community. Fifteen responded to the call. Each of them brought diﬀerent talents,
skills and backgrounds to the task at hand, but all were united by a deep respect for the
land they called home. They organized quickly – so quickly in fact that the Wellfleet
Conservation Trust became an oﬃcial entity later that same year. They held their first
board meetings in the dining room of “Sunny Meadows,” John Wallace’s home at the end
of Briar Lane.
Helen Aaron – founding member of Chicago’s League of Women Voters, she ran the Helen
Strauss School of Dance, and was very active in Chicago’s governmental, advocacy and
service organizations before moving to Wellfleet full-time. She contributed her political
savvy and spirit for activism.
Henry C. Atwood – owner of a real estate company, long-time Wellfleet Selectman and
Chair of the Bicentennial Commi"ee. He was also a blacksmith, shellfisherman and
carpenter. Known for his integrity, he cared deeply about the Wellfleet way of life.
Janet R. Bell – founded the Lower Cape Concert Band at Wellfleet’s 1979 Independence
Day Parade by assembling some local musicians. She was charismatic and full of
community spirit. Janet had deep family roots in Wellfleet, was a life long summer visitor
and had a strong desire to preserve the Wellfleet she had always loved.
Steven Blacher – owner of Wellfleet Productions, a film production company. A strong
and eﬀective writer, he had a gift for persuasive grant-writing.
Durand Echeverria – retired professor of French and Comparative
Literature at Brown University and two-time Fulbright fellow, he
authored several books including A History of Billingsgate. With
Robert Hankey, he was a primary mover in ge"ing Massachuse"s to
designate Wellfleet Harbor as an “Area of Critical Environmental
Concern.” He wrote local environmental bylaws that became models
for later state-wide bylaws. He served as WCT’s first president and
was an ardent advocate for environmental protection.
D. Allen Frazier – real estate a"orney. He was instrumental in developing WCT’s articles
of organization.
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OUR FOUNDING TRUSTEES

A COMMON VISION, UNCOMMON RESOLVE
Robert Hankey – a"orney and veteran of the U.S. Foreign Service. He also
helped found the Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts and served as WCT
Trustee until his death in 2012. Named “Conservationist of the Year” in 2008,
his many years of public service included Wellfleet’s ZBA, Charter Review, and
By-Law Commi"ees. He served as WCT’s second president and is recognized
as its only President Emeritus. His diplomatic skills made him the ideal
ambassador for WCT and its mission.
Gary Joseph – stonemason and part-time shellfisherman. He witnessed the rapid
development in Wellfleet first-hand, convincing him that establishing a local land trust
was vital. He served as Chairman of Conservation Commission, member of the Herring River Restoration Commi"ee. He’s also a 30-year Trustee of WCT! His unique
vantage point as contractor (rare background for a conservationist) is a valuable asset.
Richard F. Lay – land surveyor and partner in his family business Slade Associates. His surveying and
mapping skills were vital for property acquisition.
Linda B. Miller – professor Political Science, Emerita at Wellesley, adjunct professor of International
Studies at Brown, and former editor of International Studies Review. An accomplished scholar, she also
brought expertise from her background as senior fellow of Marine Policy & Ocean Management at WHOI
and her involvement with the Center of Coastal Studies.
William Magenau – after his retirement as a manufacturers’ representative, Bill and his wife Polly
moved to their beloved Wellfleet full time and became very active in local aﬀairs. He was a Chair of the
Democratic Town Commi"ee and a delegate to state conventions. He particularly loved the outdoors.
William McCord – health care executive with expertise on corporate relations and personnel. He brought
his human resources experience into Town administration. He was an early member of the Town Charter
Commi"ee and the Conservation Commission and was an excellent administrator.
Helen Olsen – Wellfleet native, nurse by trade, she had deep knowledge of local history
and Wellfleet’s most deeply rooted families and residents. She was a valuable liaison into
“old Wellfleet.”
John Wallace – investment banker, incorporator of Wellfleet Savings Bank, chairman of
Wellfleet Personnel Board, director of AIM and Outer Cape Health Services and proud
veteran of the U.S. Army. He served as WCT’s first treasurer.
Richard Wallace – brother of John, and printing company owner. With his wife Louise, he was an early
proponent of Wellfleet’s Conservation Commission and Open Space Commi"ee, and wrote the first Open
Space Plan for Wellfleet which opened the door to grants. He understood the importance of public
recognition for WCT and posted signs on WCT land acquisitions.
In short order, this group of accomplished and highly eﬀective individuals changed the direction
Wellfleet was heading. It is with deepest gratitude and respect that the current Trustees acknowledge
their contribution to protecting this beautiful place we call home.
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OUR LANDMARK ACQUISITIONS:
REVEALING THE VARIED COMPLEXION OF WELLFLEET
Wellfleet exhibits a stunning variety of terrains and habitats – ocean bluﬀs, freshwater ke"le
ponds, wooded uplands, salt marshes, and tidal flats on the bay. With your help, WCT has
protected 365 acres in its first 30 years. Here are some of the landmarks – the most notable examples
for each type of terrain—that your donations have preserved and protected (in partnership with
the Town of Wellfleet):
Coastal Dunes: Whale Bone Point - protected May 2, 2003
Coastal dunes are formed at the whim of the winds, tossing sands to
ephemeral forms that ornament the shore. Whale Bone Point, at the head of
Fox Island Marsh, provides a breathtaking example.
Freshwater Wetlands: Walker Pond - protected April 2, 2013
Wetlands exhibit extraordinary biodiversity, and are refuges for many species
of amphibian and waterfowl. Walker Pond, with a state certified vernal pool
at its margin, is particularly stunning in the fall.
Pine/Oak Woods: Pilgrim Springs/Fox Island Marsh
Conservation Area - protected 1998-2008
Wellfleet’s pine barrens are actually transitional forests, paving the way for
hardwood trees that will eventually replace them. They are essential habitat
for foxes, coyotes, and owls. With 68 acres of upland and close to 2 miles of
trails, Pilgrim Springs represents the unrivaled gem of our conservation work.
Salt Marsh: Head of Blackfish Creek - protected August 27, 1986
Salt marshes play a dominant role in the aquatic food web, delivering
nutrients into the food chain. They are also incidentally some of the best
natural protection we have against storm surge. The Head of Blackfish Creek
at sunset inspires many to pull over on Route 6 to marvel.
Coastal Bank: Mill Hill Island - protected February 7, 2013
Where land meets sea, coastal banks in some ways represent a boundary and
yet are also a rich zone of interaction that produce habitat for abundant
wildlife. Mill Hill Island is a wildlife refuge that represents a triumph of the
cooperative conservation eﬀorts between WCT and Town entities – the entire
island is protected.

Check out the "Wellfleet Open Space and Conservation Lands" map on our website
to see what your support of WCT has preserved. Click on the map under the
"Conservation Land and Trails" tab and then expand the map on your browser.
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EIGHTH ANNUAL GUIDED WALK – FRESH BROOK VILLAGE
“Close your eyes and imagine
yourself back in time waiting for the
stage coach to come down the Old
King’s Highway, which you are
standing on right now.”
Interpretive Park Ranger Brent Ellis
welcomed walkers with this
invitation at the site of Fresh Brook
Village, the main a"raction of our
Eighth Annual Guided Walk on
September 6th. Close to 80 people participated in this year’s walk, which followed in the tradition
of our past walks mixing history, science, and natural history into the oﬀering.
Brent Ellis’s presentation at the Fresh Brook Village site included descriptions of the vibrant fishing
village first se"led in the 1730s and the activities of Camp Wellfleet in the 1940s. Participants viewed
the cellar hole marking the site of Aunt Lydia’s Tavern, a popular spot in the days when stage coaches
traveled Old King’s Highway. A portion of the walk followed along the edge of Fresh Brook and
onto the bike trail (formerly the railroad bed). Trustee Dwight Estey gave a history of the railroad’s
eﬀect on Fresh Brook, which prior to the construction of the railroad was a navigable body of water,
a vital fishery and home to a popular sport fishing camp.
South Wellfleet Historian Pam Tice spoke about the history of Camp Wellfleet, which began when
the US Army took over the area shortly before World War II. Participants visited an overlook at the
top of the dune at Marconi Beach and heard some of the myths and lore surrounding the pirate ship
Whydah which sank oﬀ the shores of Marconi. Other topics covered on the walk included bluﬀ
erosion, phenological research currently being conducted at CCNS, and the geologic history of the
Outer Cape.
The Annual Guided Walk is our signature event. Every September we explore a diﬀerent area of
Wellfleet’s conservation lands. Many thanks to Bill Iacuessa, WCT Vice President, for all his hard
work planning and organizing this year’s walk. We’re already planning another blend of walk, view
and talk for next year. Hope to see you there!
WCT Guided Walks in Wellfleet
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Herring River to Duck Harbor & Griﬃn Island
Bound Brook Island
Newcomb Hollow to Herring Pond/Thoreau’s Oysterman House
Fox Island Marsh/Pilgrim Springs/Drummer Cove
Duck Creek/Uncle Tim’s Bridge to Head of Duck Creek
Indian Neck/ Chipman’s Cove/ Sewell’s Gu"er
Old Wharf Point
Fresh Brook Village

For more fascinating South Wellfleet lore, visit Pam Tice’s blog:
www.southwellfleet.wordpress.com
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F ORTY -SEVEN D IAMONDS AT

THE

H EAD

OF

D UCK C REEK

The Head of Duck Creek diamond back terrapins have
discovered a good spot to lay their eggs. Terrapins found
their way to our property and produced eleven nests in
2014. Three nests were protected with predator excluders,
and two nests produced hatchlings without our help.
Forty-seven documented hatchlings made their way into
the world from the Head of Duck Creek.
A big advantage of our site at the Head of Duck Creek is
the proximity to the tidal marsh so hatchings can easily get into the marsh grasses. And
equally important, the fertile female terrapins don’t have to cross roads where the mortality
rate is so high.
According to Barbara Brennessel, Ph.D., of Wheaton College’s Department of Biology, the
nesting spot is productive because of good soil conditions and the control of vegetation. This
year, for example, despite the dry summer, the soil remained moist. Brennessel oversees the
turtle garden project, which is a collaboration of the Massachuse"s Audubon Society, the
Wellfleet Conservation Trust, Wheaton College and AmeriCorps. Dr. Brennessel advises
WCT volunteers on issues related to controlling vegetation and other aspects of maintaining
optimum conditions for turtles at the WCT turtle gardens. There are also turtle gardens on
WCT property at Fox Island Marsh and in the marsh to the south of Old Wharf Point.
Each year the Head of Duck Creek site is growing in popularity with the terrapins. In 2013
there were ten nests, five protected and five depredated. Last year thirty-six hatchlings were
released into the creek. In 2012, the first year with two turtle gardens at the location, nineteen
hatchlings made our newly acquired property an immediate success. We’re hoping for yet
more “diamonds” in the coming year.
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P RESIDENT 'S L ETTER - FALL 2014
Dear Members and Friends,
WCT is oﬃcially into our 31st year, having celebrated our 30 birthday during our
August Annual Meeting. In this issue we wanted to share with you stories of some of
the people and the successes which are part of our first 30 years. As part of our
anniversary celebration, the board has recently been in touch with several of the
founding trustees and their families, which has brought back many good memories
for me and others. For some of our newer trustees, it has been an opportunity to learn
about the remarkable group of people who founded WCT 30 years ago. We even have
one founding trustee still on our board, Gary Joseph, and we are thankful to have his
organizational memory and his exemplary commitment to Wellfleet conservation. We
are fortunate to have many long serving trustees, but there is something particularly
special about having a founder.
Our founders promised to preserve our lands into perpetuity. What they began has
grown so that WCT now has over 100 properties and a total of over 365 acres
throughout Wellfleet under our direct stewardship. I am proud that the work of the
WCT means that the Fox Island Marsh/Pilgrim Springs area is full of trails which are
used so heavily and enjoyed so; that the Head of Duck Creek has been restored and
again provides nesting habitat for diamond back terrapins; that people can look across
Loagy Bay to Mill Hill Island and see a wildlife refuge with no buildings. As you may
have heard me say before, I am especially grateful to those of you who have donated
lands and made bargain sales to help us preserve Wellfleet. Whether you are new to
the WCT, or whether you are one of our long faithful members, I hope that you are
also proud of what the WCT has accomplished. I hope you have enjoyed the trails
your contributions have made possible and joined us on our annual "Guided Walk in
Wellfleet." I hope that when you see one of our WCT properties, you take comfort in
knowing that it will remain in its natural state. Together we have been able to preserve
and protect more of this beautiful part of the Cape that is so special.
Thirty years may sound like a long time, but since our mission is to conserve land for
perpetuity, really our journey has just begun! In comparison to some other Cape Cod
communities, Wellfleet is very fortunate to have many acres of protected land. But I
also believe that our work is far from finished. Wellfleet is a beautiful place and also
a vulnerable place. Rare habitats, fragile coastlines, and overused aquifers are all
especially threatened by continued development. At this time last year we did a town
wide mailing to seek new members and the results were very rewarding, both in new
memberships and in the appreciative comments that came back. I am so pleased that
our membership has grown, and that more of you are part of the WCT. Your support
is what makes our conservation work possible. Please use the enclosed envelope to
make a contribution to the WCT. And let your family and friends and neighbors know
about us if they are not yet part of the WCT circle.
We look forward to the next 30 years of working with you to preserve and protect
land in Wellfleet. Good wishes for the coming Holiday season and, again, thank you
for your continued support.
Sincerely
Dennis O'Connell, President/Trustee
508-349-2162 • dennyoc@comcast.net
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