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CAMPAIGN PROGRESS FOR THE
DRUMMER COVE LINK LOT
More than 12 years ago, our late President,
Robert Hankey, identified a smaller privatelyowned property on Drummer Cove as a key
lot to get into conservation. The Trust has
worked with the Town over those years to try
to secure this land and waterfront. When the
lot came back onto the market in the spring,
a small group of conservation-minded
individuals formed a nominee trust and
proposed a way for WTC to preserve this
land.
When the Drummer Cove Nominee Trust approached WCT with an oﬀer to help us acquire the
Drummer Cove Link Lot, it was both an outstanding opportunity and a challenge. The opportunity
was in preserving a parcel with remarkable conservation values and public benefits alike… pieces of
land like this are few and far between. The challenge was in developing a plan for the necessary
funding. The Trustees agreed to initiate a capital campaign.
Continued to page 6

HOLTON FAMILY DONATES A 7 ACRE
CONSERVATION RESTRICTION
Professor Gerald Holton and his wife, Nisha, have finalized the donation of a seven acre permanent
conservation restriction to WCT on their land along Cove Road. The Holtons had been following our
Live Lightly on the Land campaign since the Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, our highly
esteemed advisors, rolled it out in early 2014. The campaign was targeted at land within the Cape
Cod National Seashore, but it has equal application outside the Park, like the Holton land.
Continued to page 7
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RAZING A SPITE FENCE IN WELLFLEET: MAKING
PEACE, MAKING WAY, MAKING HISTORY
History is full of monuments
man has erected in spite; as a
universal human frailty,
examples can be found across
all cultures and places.
Unfortunately, Wellfleet was
no exception.
In South Wellfleet a lovely
piece of waterfront property
overlooking Drummer Cove
was the crucible for a
neighborhood dispute over
property development rights,
a dispute that escalated finally into the construction of a 500 foot “spite fence”.
Festooned in red spray paint with menacing messages like POLICE TAKE
NOTE; KEEP OUT; NO TRESPASSING, the stockade fence remained both an
eyesore and headache for well over a decade, blocking a historic trail that led
from Pleasant Point to the Fisherman’s School (later known as the Pond Hill
School), a trail that dates back to the 1800s.
When the land owners listed the property on the market, its outstanding historic
and conservation values were immediately recognized, and a plan was hatched
to conserve the parcel. The Drummer Cove Nominee Trust purchased the lot
with the ultimate goal of transferring ownership to WCT once all funds are
assembled for the transition.
One of the first orders of business was to take the infamous fence down. On
Monday July 20th, a group of about 20 people collected at the Link Lot and began
to dismantle it. Included in the group were AmeriCorps members, WCT trustees,
and local neighbors. It was a hot and muggy morning and the bugs were biting,
but the group managed to remove 46 sections of fencing and clean up all the trash.
By the end of the day, the historic walking trail was re-opened, and neighbors and
wildlife alike breathed a collective sigh of relief. The fencing, camper and trash
were taken away by M. A. Frazier, Inc., who provided labor and equipment and
helped by a contribution from the selling broker, Sweetbriar Realty.
We had an indication of the public interest in this property when on the day
before the take-down, 48 people came to the property, at WCT's public
invitation, to celebrate this conservation milestone and walk the trails.
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BALCH DONATION ON LIEUTENANT ISLAND
Our most recent acquisition of land on Lieutenant Island is a generous donation
from Be"y G. Balch and Virginia G. Picardy, long time supporters of the Wellfleet
Conservation Trust. The elongated half-acre lot is a long strip of land on the right
hand side as you go onto the "First Island" on Pond Avenue. It is between Pond
Avenue and the discontinued portion of Lieutenant Island Road below. The Trust
considers this a perfect location for a bench with a view to the east of the marsh
and Loagy Bay. A bench was placed there on October 25.
Thank you, Be"y Balch and Virginia Picardy for this lovely addition to WCT
conservation land.

CURT FELIX JOINS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Trust is pleased to announce the addition of its newest Trustee, Curt Felix. You may
already have heard of Curt through his award (and grant) winning work with the oyster
reef and salt marsh restoration projects in Wellfleet Harbor designed to help meet water
quality mandates. Curt established his permanent residency in Wellfleet about 10 years
ago. Curt agreed to an e-interview so that you could learn more about him. The complete
interview is on our website.
Curt's professional career includes corporate, government, and
consulting work in energy and finance issues. He also has an
entrepreneurial track record with company start-ups including
alternative fuels. Heading up the recycling eﬀort at Oysterfest,
Curt reports they now recycle over 95% of the oyster shells and
are working toward a net-zero waste or 100% recycling. His most
recent venture is an environmentally friendly franchise for tick and
mosquito control.
Commenting on the work of the WCT in his interview, Curt said
the following: “Preserving wildlife corridors is critically important. Our construction in
pre-existing pathways that animals used was highly disruptive, so even when the Trust
acquires a small property, this can make a big diﬀerence. It also sends a message about
how we value our natural resources in Wellfleet, provides training opportunities, and what
I especially like is that we don’t just lock land away. We not only preserve but try to make
this beauty accessible in a responsible way. I’m also hopeful we can expand this vision to
the marine environment.” Curt’s own words express his deep commitment to conservation.
We are pleased to have Curt Felix join us and hope you get to meet him at a WCT event or
out on our trails.
Curt’s entire interview is available on our website: www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org
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THE 2015 ANNUAL MEETING: PACKED TO THE GILLS
At this year’s Annual Meeting on Saturday, August 15th, we were very fortunate to
have Dr. Neil Shubin as our guest speaker. Dr. Shubin is a Professor and Associate
Dean at the University of Chicago as well as the Provost for the Field Museum of
Natural History. He is frequently featured on public television where he hosts the
popular series Your Inner Fish. Like you, he is a member of WCT... and, like you, he
and his family love Wellfleet. To a packed house of all ages, Dr. Shubin gave the
account of his quest for, and eventual discovery of, the transitional species between
fish and land dwellers.
Dr. Shubin’s scientific training had convinced
him that there must have been some creature that
was first to crawl out of the sea, some creature
that used its fins as legs. But how could he prove
that? Where would he find it? He set to this task
like a detective only to meet with many a dead
end. Finally, he found his breakthrough while
perusing a college geology text that mapped rock
outcrops by age. After years of field research in
Pennsylvania, he booked a trip to the Canadian
Arctic and finally found what he’d been seeking:
a fossil of Tiktaalik roseae, the fish that crawled out
of the sea 375 million years ago.
He demonstrated, with great simplicity, the similarity in the biologic development
of all living creatures, showing us how a fish and Albert Einstein were remarkably
similar. It was an incredibly refreshing and deeply educational opportunity for our
members, presented by a fellow member. Our profound thanks go to Dr. Shubin for
sharing his time in Wellfleet with us.

AMERICORPS MEMBER PROFILE:
MAGGIE GARDNER
We are lucky to have the support of AmeriCorps of Cape Cod
for much of the stewardship work involved with maintaining
our trails and conservation lands. We are happy to welcome
this year’s member selected to serve as our Individual
Placement, Maggie Gardner. A graduate of Washington
University, she has monitored population censuses of
wildlife and trees, monitored dune erosion, and is passionate
about sustainability. Maggie is also working with the Town's
Health and Conservation Department this year
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9TH ANNUAL GUIDED WALK:
ALL AROUND LECOUNT’S HOLLOW
Ten thousand steps – that’s what
one participant’s pedometer
recorded on September 12 at the
end of the Trust’s 9th Annual
Guided Walk that began and
ended at the LeCount’s Hollow
Beach parking lot. The 4 mile
walk included talks at the start
and at five points along the
route by South Wellfleet
historian Pam Tice, and by
Trustees Dennis O’Connell, Bill Iacuessa, Dwight Estey, Don Palladino, and Mary Rogers.
Around seventy-five enthusiastic walkers gathered at 9 a.m. on a perfect day in the parking lot
where President Dennis O’Connell and Walk Director Bill Iacuessa welcomed everyone and
introduced the speakers. Mary Rogers discussed the original Maguire co"ages which were
located at the beach. Pam Tice gave history of the brief-lived German glider school and Cook’s
Camp to the south of the area.
The group headed up Ocean View Drive and into the woods along a trail that comes out onto
the old Buﬀum Road, the way into Wellfleet-by-the-Sea before Ocean View Drive was built. The
first stop was at a Modernist house, designed by Olaf Hammerstrom around a preexisting
dwelling. There the group learned about the old road, about the creation of Ocean View Drive,
and about the Surf Side Colony which they had passed on the way into the woods.
From there, the walkers went deep into the wood on a trail known as the “Gauntlet,” which runs
roughly parallel to Ocean View Drive. Dwight Estey expanded upon the various colorful names
given to diﬀerent sections of the Gauntlet according to their terrain. The group proceeded west
to the outskirts of the WCT Clover Trail. The walkers followed the railroad bed to LeCount
Hollow Road, passed through the Rail Trail parking area and crossed Blackfish Creek, walking
along the bike trail. From a vantage point high above the east side of Blackfish Creek, Pam Tice
gave background on the early South Wellfleet General Store and Post Oﬃce, and Don Palladino
discussed Blackfish Creek.
The group followed an old section of the Old King’s Highway to Marconi Wireless Road. In
front of the newly rebuilt home of Bill Carlson and Lonni Briggs on Marconi Wireless Road,
Dennis O’Connell explained their conservation restriction (CR), and Bill Iacuessa discussed the
Marconi Station, which was located on top of the dune at the end of the sand road. This was the
last stop before returning to the starting point, LeCount’s Hollow Beach parking lot. The total
walk took about two and a half hours at a leisurely pace.
Participants were delighted with the walk which opened up new territory to many from Wellfleet
and from far away. Come back again next year. We’re already making plans for our 10th Annual
Guided Walk in Wellfleet on the Saturday after Labor Day.
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CAMPAIGN PROGRESSES FOR THE DRUMMER COVE
LINK LOT, CONTINUED
Our capital campaign plan included applications for three grants (one state, two
private), the establishment of a matching fund, and a general appeal to our
membership. Thanks to the uncommon commitment of several key benefactors,
we were able to assemble a matching fund of $40,000 to be leveraged against what
we could raise from our appeal. Several other long-term supporters pledged
additional amounts.
The campaign is still in progress; however, we are happy to report that we have
achieved 70% of our goal to-date. We still have our fingers crossed about the grant
applications, but the strength of the support we have received from our members
proves that our Trustees were right in their unanimous vote to take the chance
with this deal. If all continues to go well, we hope to close on the Drummer Cove
Link Lot around year-end for our most expensive acquisition ever - $420,000.
The “Link Lot” is hands down the most significant acquisition opportunity to
have arisen in many, many years. It preserves critical coastal habitat and oﬀers
valuable public access and historic benefits as well. The lot was named the "Link
Lot" because it provides a public connection between two portions of existing
trails and lightly traveled dirt roads that make up a one mile loop of walking trails.
It also connects over 4,000 feet of shorefront along Drummer Cove that is now in
permanent conservation. We extend our sincere thanks to those of you who have
contributed to the Link Lot Acquisition Fund and moved us that much closer to
protecting this important piece of Wellfleet. If you have not yet made a donation
to this project, you can still take part in making this significant acquisition
possible.

A CLOSER BOND
This year, we instituted two new ways to communicate be"er
with you. We opened a Facebook page so you can connect with
fellow members and stay on top of WCT news and activities.
We also started to email invitations to our events and programs. If you’re
not fully connected yet, check us out on Facebook and sign up for our
emails!
Of course, there is also always our website:
www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org
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HOLTON FAMILY DONATES A 7 ACRE
CONSERVATION RESTRICTION, CONTINUED
In 2014, the Holtons contacted WCT regarding their interest in preserving the
property that they had owned for more than 40 years. They have used the property
seasonally in the warmer months and have "lived lightly" on the land. The Holtons
wanted to preserve the undisturbed acres of pine woodlands that surround their
modest seasonal house and studio, while placing permanent limitations on the size
of those structures and any replacements. They worked with WCT and the Compact
to accomplish their long-term vision for the property through the donation of a
perpetual conservation restriction on the entire property, with a tight 0.4 acre
"building envelope" around the existing buildings. This CR will preserve the entire
property in its natural, scenic and open condition.
This sort of conservation action has been enhanced by the Commonwealth of
Massachuse"s granting a substantial refundable tax credit of which the Holtons will
receive the benefit. Massachuse"s is a leader in such tax credits which are available
for qualified Massachuse"s land owners, regardless of their state of residency. Dr.
Holton spoke of this transaction at our Annual meeting and encouraged others to
contact us for further information.

SUMMER NATURE WALKS 2015
During this past
summer,
WCT
oﬀered a new
program of short
walks on three of
our trail systems,
all of which we
partner with the
Town. Walks this
year included the
Pilgrim Springs
Upland/Fox Island Marsh, the Clover Conservation Land and Trails and the
Bayberry Hill Conservation Area. Each walk was hosted by a few Trustees
and members of the Town's Open Space Commi"ee. The walks were about
an hour in length and included good discussions by all. Participants (and
Trustees) enjoyed these li"le hikes so much that we will be scheduling
another series next summer.
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SPOTLIGHT ON...
GLASSWORT
Some of you may have gone leaf peeping oﬀ-Cape to admire fall foliage
elsewhere in the state, but we suggest that marsh peeping oﬀers a dramatic
change of colors as well.
As the salt marsh hay turns golden, a small
plant blazes bright red along the edges of
the marshes. Inconspicuous in spring and
summer, common glasswort, Salicornia
depressa, is on display in fall.
Glasswort, also known as pickleweed or sea
pickle, is an edible plant found in
abundance along our salt marshes. If you
have a craving for something salty and
crunchy, the young shoots of glasswort
make a great snack. They can also be
harvested for use as a garnish in salads,
steamed or stir fried as a vegetable. Euell
Gibbons even gave a pickling recipe for this
succulent in his classic book Stalking the Blue
Eyed Scallop.
This smooth, fleshy, segmented plant will only grow in salt water habitats where
many other plants can’t grow. Its fibrous root system is adapted to the harsh
existence in a salt marsh environment. It is a relative of the cactus and has
segmented spears capable of holding water which enable the plant to survive
in dry conditions as well as in salt water. Salicornia means “horn of salt.” Its
name “glasswort” is derived from an early use-- burning the plant creates soda
ash, an ingredient needed for glass making and soap making.
In spring look for the young shoots of glasswort and enjoy a tasty nibble on
your marsh walk. An extremely tiny light-colored flower blooms in late summer
into the fall. In fall look for its brilliant red. Once you get to know this interesting li"le plant, you’ll wonder how you missed it before.
Check out the "Wellfleet Open Space and Conservation Lands"
map on our website to see what your support of WCT has preserved.
Click on the map under the "Conservation Land and Trails" tab
and then expand the map on your browser.
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CLEAN UP ON TWO FRONTS
This year’s Wellfleet CoastSweep was co-sponsored by
the Trust and Mass Audubon’s Wellfleet Bay Wildlife
Sanctuary on Saturday, Sept. 26. Several other volunteer
commi"ees partnered with us, such as the Open Space
Commi"ee, the Conservation Commission, and the
Recycling Commi"ee. Thirty-six people showed up to
pick up the trash on bayside beaches. WCT Trustees
and members are experts at li"er picking from our long
experience with the Adopt-A-Highway program.
CoastSweep yielded one hundred pounds
of trash, which was all cataloged by type:
144 bo"le caps, 76 balloons, 66 plastic bags,
129 plastic items and 457 small bits of
plastic. These data were reported to the
State's Coastal Zone Management who
coordinates a state-wide program each year.
WCT’s participation in the Adopt-AHighway program and the Wellfleet
CoastSweep are a part of our continued mission to keep Wellfleet beautiful.

TALES & TRAILS: NATURE WALKS FOR YOUNG EXPLORERS
On Wednesday, October 7th, a group of nine
elementary school children went on a special
walk through some of Wellfleet’s
conservation lands. Their tour guide was
Heidi Clemmer, a newly retired elementary
school teacher… and newly inspired
children’s book author. She’s decided to
devote her leisure time and energies to her
true passion, teaching children about nature.
Towards that goal she has launched an
ambitious new 8-title nature book series
called Cape Cod Eco-Tales. In cooperation with
WCT, she’s also testing a new program called
Tales & Trails: Nature Walks for Young
Explorers, a program that combines the
educational content of her books with an
interactive hands-on learning experience.
The children heard a nature story told by the
author herself, explored one of the Cape’s

ecosystems and then created their own
souvenir to keep.
The first walk was based on Heidi's first book,
"Salt Marsh Secrets". The kids were able to see
many of the sights that accompanying
illustrator Marisa Picariello had created for
the book., The kids explored the salt marsh
near Uncle Tim's Bridge and saw a blue
heron, sandpipers, fiddler crabs, snails and
more. The take home message? Salt marshes
are fascinating, filled with life and for
keeps!
The idea of bringing kids out onto the trails
to expose them to the values of conservation
struck a chord with WCT trustee Dwight
Estey. Referring to the kids he commented,
“After all, it’s for their benefit that we do all
the work we do.”
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DRY SUMMER MAKES FOR FEWER
MONARCH CATERPILLARS

20 BABY TURTLES IN 2015
Because of the icy winter and cold spring, it was a tough year for the endangered
diamond back terrapins according to Barbara Brennessel, Ph.D., of Wheaton
College’s Department of Biology. The number of terrapin nests throughout
Wellfleet was lower than in 2014. In all there were 20
baby turtles from our Head of Duck Creek nests.
One female terrapin had three nests at the Head of
Duck Creek. One was a “natural” nest, which hatched
on August 25 and produced twelve hatchlings. Two
other nests were protected with “predator excluder”
Predator excluder showing the cages. One of those produced seven hatchlings, and
"emergence hole" from which the other produced only one hatchling because most
the hatchlings emerge.
of the eggs were not fertile.
“Every baby turtle will help sustain the population of this threatened reptile,”
Barbara Brennessel said. We are thrilled to report that counting this year’s 20 turtles,
122 turtles have hatched at the Head of Duck Creek turtle garden since 2012.
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P RESIDENT 'S L ETTER - FALL 2015
Dear Members and Friends,
THANK YOU! How could I start out any other way? The financial support for our
pending acquisition of the Link Lot on Drummer Cove has been very comforting. Our
Board took the bold move of agreeing to purchase this vital property when we did
not have all the funds in hand and then initiated a capital campaign to raise the
necessary funds. The response to our appeal has been quick and great. An early
indication of your level of enthusiasm came from a Mid-Cape resident who tore out
the news article from the Cape Cod Times, a"ached a nice note and sent an unsolicited
contribution. When we announced, many of you approached me with very nice
contributions and commitments. Since our general mail-out we have had many more
contributions, many of which were in response to our anonymous matching gifts fund
which has now been fully earned. We are very thankful to the Drummer Cove
neighborhood which rallied and provided generous support. We have one state and
two private grant applications outstanding, but, so far, all looks on track for WCT to
acquire the Link Lot around year-end when we learn the outcome of the grant
applications.
We depend on and are deeply grateful for your financial support. The donation of
properties to be forever protected by the Trust is also central to our ability to be
successful in our mission. We thank the Holton family for the contribution of a
wonderful seven acre Conservation Restriction, protecting a lovely piece of pine
woodlands along Cove Road. We also thank the Godwin family (Balch and Picardy),
for their generous donation of an elongated half acre as you go onto Lieutenant Island.
We continue to operate as an all-volunteer land trust, which we are able to do thanks
to the good advisors at the Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts. Our Trustee
Ned Hitchcock decided not to stand for re-election, recognizing how busy he was with
other activities, including his duties as Wellfleet’s elected member of the Assembly of
Delegates for Barnstable County. Happily, Ned has promised to stay involved, as
already evidenced by his coordinating the recent CoastSweep. We will miss his
counsel at our meetings, but know that he is with us. Ned, thank you and fair winds!
Meanwhile, Curt Felix has been elected to join the Board. Curt is very involved in
local issues related to Wellfleet Harbor and he is the current President of the Wellfleet
Community Forum. We welcome Curt's input.
Finally, I wish you the best for the Holiday Season and the New Year. And, as I began,
I end with THANK YOU!
Sincerely
Dennis O'Connell, President/Trustee
508-349-2162 • dennyoc@comcast.net

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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Board of Trustees:

The Wellfleet Conservation Trust is an IRS
qualified 501(c) (3) non-profit land trust.
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