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2010 WALKS IN WELLFLEET
Save the Date: Saturday, September 11, 2010
The 2010 Walks in Wellfleet, sponsored by the Wellfleet Conservation Trust, will take
place on Saturday, September 11th. The Town of Wellfleet Open Space Committee is
a cooperating partner for the event. This is the fourth year WCT has conducted the
walking tour of special areas in our town. It follows the 2007 walk on Griffin Island,
the 2008 walk on Bound Brook Island and last year’s walk through the National
Seashore where Henry David Thoreau walked over 150 years ago.
Blackfish Creek

This year we’re planning a walk in South Wellfleet starting at the trailhead of Fox Island
Marsh and Pilgrim Spring Woodlands Conservation Area. The walk starts in an
upland area of pitch pine and mixed oak forest, down to Fox Island Marsh and out to
Whale Bone Point which was named as a spot where pilot whales, known as blackfish,
beached in the 1700s. From there, where you will have a wonderful view across the
water to Old Wharf Point and Lieutenant’s Island, we will follow the shoreline of
Blackfish Creek to Pleasant Point and around Drummer Cove to the Pond Hill School, Pond Hill School
built in 1857 and the last original 19th century schoolhouse of Wellfleet’s fishing community. As on previous walks,
we’ll stop along the way for brief talks on the history and special characteristics of the area.
Continued on Page 2

WHALE BONE POINT OIL PAINTINGS
AUCTIONED AT ANNUAL MEETING
When the Trust and Town were finalizing the acquisition of Whale Bone Point
in 2005, Thomas Hudson Connell, a strong supporter of conservation,
snapped the “money shot” photo used in our appeals to provide funding for
the acquisition of the gem-quality piece of land. Tom is a well known artist
who has had good circulation of his oil and acrylic paintings in Wellfleet and
in Connecticut where his and his late wife, Sue, lived in the off season.

TO BE

Thomas Hudson Connell

We were very excited when he gave the rights to his photo for our use. You have seen it in previous issues of this
Newsletter. Tom was inspired by his photo and offered to put the view into an oil painting. Then, he decided to make
a matching painting looking in the other, equally beautiful, direction.
Continued on Page 2
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2010 WALKS IN WELLFLEET, continued from Page 1
As in previous years, we’ll offer one, two and three mile walking options. The
complete loop, from the trailhead and back, is three miles. Shorter options are
available. As we get closer to the date look for updated information on our web
site, www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org and at our annual meeting on August
14th. We look forward to seeing you.
Date and Time: Saturday, September 11, 2010. 8:30 am
Rain Date: Sunday, September 12, 2010. 8:30 am
Whalebone Point

Directions: From Route 6 going south, turn right onto Way 112 just past
Brownie’s Cabins and then right onto Paine Hollow Road. From Route 6 going
north, turn left onto Way 112 and then bear a slight left onto Paine Hollow Road. After approximately 0.3 miles, turn right at
the stop sign onto Baker Road. The trailhead parking area is at the end of the dirt road extension of Baker Road. 
Photo by Thomas Connell

WHALE BONE POINT OIL PAINTINGS TO
BE AUCTIONED AT ANNUAL MEETING
continued from Page 1
Mr. Connell had a varied career including the Navy, the
insurance industry, achieved his law credentials, including
qualifying for advocating in the US Supreme Court. When he
retired from the Presidency of his Connecticut law firm (he was
the chief litigator), he was able to spend more time in Wellfleet
and became a volunteer Naturalist at the Wellfleet Audubon
Sanctuary. He was able to reconnect with his desire for painting
of abstracts and landscapes. For fun, I suggest a reading of Tom’s
biography at www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Hudson_Connell.
Over this past fall and winter, Mr. Connell completed the paintings, framed them and brought them to Wellfleet for donation to
WCT with the suggestion that we should auction them to raise
money for the work of the Trust. We will be doing that at the
coming Annual Meeting. We will also be displaying the paintings
in the Wellfleet Public Library in the early summer.
The photo is of Tom when he brought the paintings to the
Library in December. Tom was recovering from some health
challenges when he brought these painting from Connecticut,
but was very proud of his work. He is back enjoying the natural
aspects of the Cape and plans to be at our Annual Meeting.
WCT greatly appreciates Tom’s efforts and paintings. Please view
the paintings in the Library, and then come to the WCT Annual
Meeting at 10:00 AM on Saturday, August 14th at the Wellfleet
Senior Center. Make a bid. Maybe you will be the winner! 
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HERRING RIVER
RESTORATION PROJECT
The Herring River Restoration Committee was
established in December 2007 through a Memorandum
of Understanding among the National Park Service and
the Towns of Wellfleet and Truro. Under the provisions of
this MOU the primary purpose of the Committee is to
prepare the Environmental Impact Statement and
Environmental Impact Report related to the restoration of
the Herring River Salt Marsh in Wellfleet. That work,
under the provisions of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), the Massachusetts Environmental
Policy Act (MEPA) and the Cape Cod Commission Act is
currently underway. The draft report is expected to be
published early in 2011.
Friends of Herring River, as a non-profit organization, was
established to promote the restoration and ongoing
environmental vitality of the Herring River Estuary. A
primary element of this mission is to provide education
and information about the project. At the annual meeting
of Friends of Herring River on August 17th at 4 pm at the
Wellfleet Senior Center the Herring River Restoration
Committee will present a report on the environmental
review process and the current status of work. All are
invited. For more information on the project or to
become a member of Friends of Herring River visit our
website: www.friendsofherringriver.org 

LAND PROTECTION UPDATE
WCT ACQUIRES NEW PROPERTY
Since our last Newsletter, the Trust has acquired
another gift of a small parcel of land. Walter H.
(“Chick”) and Karen E. Holtkamp have lived seasonally
in Wellfleet since 1991. They bought their home at the
end of Alves Road in 1997. They have a wonderful
view off their deck of the upper reaches of winding
Duck Creek, and, yes, they report that there are plenty
of ducks dabbling about there. In 1998 they purchased
a vacant lot across the street from a neighbor. This lot
is about one-third an acre of upland perched above the
marsh. While not buildable, the lot supports the
Dennis O’Connell with Walter and Karen Holtkamp
private wells for two families. WCT is pleased that the
Holtkamps decided to donate the lot to WCT for safekeeping. Every bit of upland edge along our salt
marshes is important to preserve, as habitat and for water quality purposes. WCT now protects 343 acres
in Wellfleet, including 125 acres of upland property. 

THE RARE BIRDS OF WELLFLEET
Wellfleet, with its long beaches and broad salt marshes, is a haven for many shorebirds,
many of whom nest in the dunes and feed on the flats or at the water’s edge. But there
are some shorebirds that are in trouble, their populations declining perilously. It is good
to know that Wellfleet habitats are helping to support these populations and bring them
Roseate Tern
back from the brink of winking out. In fact, WCT’s concerted efforts to preserve land
around the margin of our large harbor, such as at the north end of Indian Neck, are paying off in providing more
protected space for these species to thrive.
Wellfleet hosts migratory terns, including the Least, Common, and Arctic Terns, and
occasionally the much rarer Roseate Tern. Piping Plovers have made a dramatic recovery
on Cape Cod beaches, including ours. All are listed as protected rare species by the State
and Federal government.
We also have rare birds of prey, such as the Northern Harrier (or marsh hawk), found
swooping over the salt meadows looking for marsh voles and other small mammals. In
upland fields and heathlands, the Sharp-Shinned Hawk looks for similar meals. Both hawks are considered rare species
protected by government rules.
Sharp-Shinned Hawk

Finally, there is the Vesper Sparrow, considered a Threatened species and in decline as more of
the open land in Massachusetts has evolved to be forest or housing developments. This shy
songbird is welcome in Wellfleet. We will try our best to keep our habitats healthy for all these
uncommon avian visitors. 

Vesper Sparrow
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J UST W HAT I S W ELLFLEET-B Y-T HE -S EA ?
Sea View Road, Park Street, Covell Road, Winthrop
Road – perhaps you’ve seen the names of non-existent
roads around Ocean View Drive on maps of South
Wellfleet and puzzled over them.
These “paper” roads were created by a 1912 subdivision
by the A.J. Buffum Company. At that time the only
access roads into the area were Buffum Road, leading
from LeCount Hollow Road to present day Pilgrim
Road, and Bell Road, which connected the area to Old
County Road.
The subdivision of about 200 acres consisted of tiny lots
40 ft. by 80 ft. in blocks ranging from 18, 22 or 36 lots.
It is located almost entirely within Assessor’s Map #24
with a small portion in Map #25, which extends into the
ocean. The southern boundary begins at Circuit Road.
On the north, it borders White Crest, a separate
subdivision which gives its name to the beach. The outer
beach of the Atlantic Ocean is its eastern boundary.
Some of the most easterly lots are now on the beach or
under water. Two public parks on “Park Road” were
included in the original layout.
In the 1940s about a dozen houses existed in the
subdivision with only one year round resident. When
the first part of Ocean View Drive was constructed in
the early 1950s, greater access was opened to the
numerous small lots. Most Wellfleet-by-the-Sea homes
constructed in the 50s are concentrated on the ocean
side of Ocean View Drive, but eight are located on the
west side. Even before plans for the Cape Cod National
Seashore got underway, there was no further
development of the paper roads. The Town of Wellfleet
acquired through a tax taking nearly all the unsold
parcels of land from the Buffum subdivision.

With the creation of the Cape Cod National Seashore
Park in 1960, many property owners of undeveloped
land sold their lots to the government, but the Town of
Wellfleet retained its ownership of the majority of the
land to the west of Ocean View Drive and some on the
eastern side as well. The entire subdivision, all within
the boundaries of the National Seashore, is now shared
by private parties, the Park and the Town.
The undeveloped Wellfleet-by-the-Sea is an area
cherished by bird watchers, runners, mountain bike
enthusiasts, dog walkers, hunters and horseback riders.
It is at the center of an intricate network of trails which,
along with Bell Road, connect to LeCount Hollow
Road, the power lines, Duck Pond, Cahoon Hollow
Road and Ocean View Drive.
The variety of wildlife and natural vegetation from the
shoreline, through the dunes and heathlands, deep into
the kettleholes of the pine and scrub oak forest enhances
the Wellfleet-by-the-Sea experience.



For more information, visit the Town of Wellfleet 2010 Assessor’s Atlas at:
www.wellfleetma.org/Public_Documents/WellfleetMA_Departments/assessors/assessors_atlas_fy10

UNIQUE CHARITABLE GIVING OPPORTUNITIES EXIST IN 2010
This is an unusual tax year. Aside from the estate planning tax law changes, in 2010, there is no upper income limit for taking itemized deductions, including charitable donation deductions. Furthermore, for the first time ever, there are no income limits for converting a traditional tax deferred Individual
Retirement Account (IRA) to a tax free Roth IRA, a strategy many financial advisors advocate with the recent decline of the stock market values. If you
expect your income to be higher in 2010 and/or are considering converting some/all of your IRA (resulting in higher taxable income), please consider
making a tax deductible gift to WCT thereby reducing your total tax. This unique opportunity is likely to vanish in 2011, so please consult your tax advisor soon to be able to lower your tax bill and show your appreciation for conserving open space in Wellfleet.



Annual Meeting
Mark your calendar for the 2010 Annual Meeting:
Saturday, August 10th, 10:00am
Wellfleet Senior Center, Old King’s Highway
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Membership Envelope
Please use the enclosed envelope to renew
your membership and Land Acquisition Donations.
Thank you!

With Fond Memories
WCT mourns the loss of two of our former Trustees. Helen Freeman Olsen died in
February, 2010 at the age of 95. Helen is shown in the1992 picture with another
founding Trustee, Durand Echeverria. Helen was a native Wellfleetian and involved in
many aspects of the Wellfleet life. She is fondly remembered by another founding
Trustee, Robert Hankey, for her direct approach to the challenges at hand. Helen always
had fondness for WCT and made a welcomed effort to attend our 25th Anniversary
celebration in 2009. An active participant in other organizations and keeper of historic
facts, Helen’s perspectives on issues were always available, and welcomed!
We also mourn the loss of then-incumbent Trustee Jim Quigley, who died in
December, 2009 at the age of 86. Jim retired from the utility industry in the 1980’s.
When he moved to Wellfleet, he became very involved with many of the volunteer
organizations and town government. A student of the process and content of Town
Meetings, Jim was a frequent voice adding to the effectiveness of the Town Meeting
process. For many summers, he walked the shores of Great Island to track the nesting
of Diamondback terrapins on behalf of the Audubon Sanctuary. He was leader in the
Wellfleet Historical Society. For WCT, Jim was always at the ready to inspect (enjoy!)
WCT properties and was ready to participate in strategic issues. Jim’s photo was at
Whale Bone Point in 2005.

Helen Olsen with Durand Echeverria

Jim Quigley
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Board of Trustees:
Stephen Anthony
Richard Ciotti
Frank Corbin
Herb Daitch
Peter Hall
Robert Hankey
William Iacuessa
Gary Joseph
Dennis O'Connell
Virginia Page
Don Palladino
Alan Platt
Trevor Pontbriand
Mary Rogers
Marcia Seeler
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Dear WCT Members,

e

The Mission of the Wellfleet Conservation Trust is fairly easily stated: “To preserve open space in Wellfleet for the enjoyment
of present and future generations”, but to make that work, there are many external impacts on our activity. Meanwhile, there
are several other important keys to maintaining Wellfleet as we love it. One of the more important has been the Community
Preservation Act passed by the Massachusetts legislature several years ago. In most Cape communities, it has been the
successor to the Cape Cod Land Bank. Both the Land Bank and the CPA have been surtaxes on our real estate taxes. As
much as I miss having the surtax dedicated to open space, I support the CPA in its breadth of “preserving our community”.
Open Space is critical to my enjoyment of Wellfleet, but so is the preservation of community through historic sites,
affordable housing and recreational opportunities. Although I have nothing in mind at present, it is possible that all groups
may someday work on a single project. It has been done elsewhere.
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But open space is the focus of WCT. As explained in the last Newsletter, WCT works with several partners to preserve the
open space and all the varied opportunities that open space provides for both people and nature. Our success has relied on
our volunteers and our Advisors, the Compact of Cape Cod Conservations Trusts. Occasionally, we have relied on
AmeriCorps for additional help.

e

I hope you will be able to join us at our Annual Meeting and on our now traditional “Walks in Wellfleet”.

t

Our open space community is focused on its mission. We appreciate some of the accolades we have received, but your
support of our mission is very much appreciated. Thank you!
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R. Dennis O’Connell, President
508-349-2162
dennyoc@comcast.net
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Please visit the WCT web site:
www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org

