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Two Acquisitions Added to WCT Land – Autumn 2009
The Wellfleet Conservation Trust (WCT) added two new parcels of land to its “protection portfolio” this summer.
Maas “Punchbowl”
Grace Maas conveyed a lovely “punchbowl”-like kettlehole swamp to us in July. It is a beautiful maple swamp tucked
between Route 6 and the entrance to Coles Neck Road in the north part
of town. Because Grace owned almost all of the swamp, and the crucial
upland slope leading to it, WCT is able to preserve the entire 2-acre miniecosystem intact. Grace still lives in the old farmhouse, once owned by the
Rich family for generations, next to the swamp. Her late husband George
Maas was a renowned artist in New York and on the Cape. Grace is well
known around town for her volunteer work.
The upland ringing a wetland is often described by biologists as important
as habitat as the wetland itself. The condition of the land surface draining
Alan Platt, Grace Maas, Dennis O’Connell
to the wetland determines how potential contaminants will be filtered
before entering a wetland. Also, many birds feeding in the swamp, such as wood ducks, enjoy using the nearby trees
in the upland for roosting or nesting. We are glad that Grace’s land gift includes this steep slope as well.
Christo “Red, White & Blue” Habitat
In September, Jane and Van Christo donated a quarter-acre parcel on the east end of Lieutenant Island in honor of their
many long years summering there with their children. The patch is composed of red maples and white birches and
highbush blueberry—a red, white and blue habitat! WCT has a long-standing policy of encouraging even very small
undeveloped lots on Lieutenant Island, owing to our concern about the fragility of the drinking water supply there.
WCT now owns six of these tiny parcels scattered throughout the Island. In fact, our first two land donations in 1984
were out there.
We thank Grace Maas and the Christos for their generosity. Over the years, WCT has worked with more than 100
Wellfleet families who have likewise donated some of their land, entrusting it to us for safekeeping. WCT now protects 343 acres in Wellfleet.

State of the Harbor Conference 2009
The Annual “State of Wellfleet Harbor” Conference was held on Saturday, November 14, at the Wellfleet Elementary School. Featured
presentations included: Tim Smith on the Herring River restoration; John Portnoy on tidal restoration and the coastal groundwater
aquifer; Steve Hurley on native sea run brook trout restoration; Jay Clarke on the Ocean Management Act as it applies to Wellfleet;
Laurel Schaider on pharmaceuticals and hormones in ponds and groundwater on Cape Cod.
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State of the Harbor Conference 2009, continued from Page 1
The afternoon session continued with Mark Faherty on restoration of oyster habitat; Jo Ann Muramoto on the 2009 herring count in
Wellfleet; and Ethan Estey on methodology in sampling fin fish. Walks included a site visit to Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary’s artificial oyster reef and an historic walk by the Herring River.
Ned Hitchcock served as moderator for this free event which deals with citizen concerns and questions about the health of Wellfleet
Harbor. Wellfleet Selectman Jerry Houk introduced the program which is sponsored in part by the Wellfleet Conservation Trust.
If you missed this year’s conference, plan ahead now for the 2010. You don’t want to miss out on this most informative day or the delicious clam pie lunch.

Perceived Open Space
By Mark H. Robinson
Executive Director, The Compact of Cape Cod Conservation Trusts, Inc.
They say, more often than not, that in politics and advertising, perception is reality. That is, that if people think
that something is true, then it is. Well, maybe in those spheres, but not in land conservation.
There is a term in my business called “perceived open space.” Perceived open space is the sum of those parcels of
land that are legally-protected from development (town, state and land trust conservation areas), plus other vacant
private lands whose fate has not yet been determined, that have not yet been either developed or preserved. They
might look and feel like the same. Together, these parcels form the environmental backbone of the community.
They provide the greenbelt we experience as we drive around parts of town. Without the benefit of signs or property maps, we wouldn’t know which woodlands had been preserved and which simply had not yet been developed. The birds don’t care; it’s all woods to them. Should we care?
There are problems with this perception. First, it underestimates how much land has been truly conserved in a
town, providing a false sense of security to those who value open space. Second, it is sometimes based on a poor
assumption of what lands really are protected. I wish I had a nickel for every person who has told me the same
sorry story: “We were told when we bought our house that the land behind it could never be built on because (it
was wetlands; it didn’t meet zoning; etc; pick one.) Third, we live in a place and in a time where market demand
has predetermined the fate of all parcels of land: they will have houses on them unless active steps are taken to
retire some from production. We cannot use benign neglect as a defense to stay within our cocoon of illusion.
It is just a matter of time when every unprotected, but perceived bit of open space gets built.
In 2003 The Compact conducting a study to inventory, research and provide outreach to landowners who own
significant land parcels that many of us think are protected open space, but aren’t. We found more than 9000
acres of land are owned variously by camps, museums, golf clubs, institutions, and for agriculture. In Wellfleet
there are about 123 acres held this way, primarily by the Chequessett Golf Club and the campgrounds.
Campgrounds throughout the Cape seem to be particularly endangered in recent years; many are coming up for
sale.
These are not second-tier open space issues. The economic pressure on these lands to convert to residential development is strong and growing. We cannot allow our perceptions to be our reality. We need to make our perceptions into reality, by preserving critical unprotected open spaces.
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Fall 2009
Dear WCT Members,
WCT had a successful 25th Annual Meeting and
Anniversary celebration in August. The Mass Audubon provided the venue, while Mr. Bernie McHugh, the inspiration
of, and a Di rector of, the Massachusetts Land Trusts
Coalition, retold of the importance of local land trusts. We
were fortunate to have four of our original founding Trustees
present for the meeting, two of whom are still active
Trustees.
It was interesting to read up on the 25 year-old files and to
see some of the enthusiasm and challenges that the founders
Dennis O’Connell, Bernie McHugh, Robert Prescott
had. There was a lot of excitement to have something on a
private and local level. We still have that enthusiasm. Our private, local land trust (WCT) is an important link
in Wellfleet conservation activities.
Wellfleet has a good amount of open space, provided by various organizations. In the public sector and at the
Federal level, we have the Cape Cod National Seashore providing large tracts of land along the Wellfleet
Atlantic Ocean shorefront and inland, as well as other areas such as Great Island and Bound Brook. The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts has some tracts, primarily in the Blackfish Creek area. And the Town of
Wellfleet has been conserving many areas, and most frequently in cooperation with our WCT.
In the private sector, Wellfleet is home for the Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary of Mass Audubon Society, one of the
top teaching sanctuary preserves in this part of the country. Their lands are concentrated in South Wellfleet. It
is a great state-wide private organization with a well-deserved following.
However the focus of the Wellfleet Conservation Trust is both private and local. The “local” has two aspects:
we are local in the sense that all our Trustees are Wellfleet residents who observe the needs and opportunities
that exist, locally; and we are local in the sense that WCT properties (nearly 100 of properties for a total of
343 acres) are virtually in every part of town. Any neighborhood is enhanced by having open space.
WCT is private, with all the implications that we can (and do) move much more quickly than other larger
organizations. We are a 501 (C) (3), hence a tax efficient organization. I hope you enjoyed Mark Robinson’s
article on “Perceived Open Space”. As you can see there are plenty of opportunities awaiting actions by WCT.
I am proud of where we are and how we will conduct ourselves for the future opportunities.
This leads to my plea for you to make sure your WCT membership is up to date! – and, encourage your friends
and family to do likewise. This gives us the enthusiasm and encouragement that is sometimes needed!
Happy Holidays and good wishes for the coming year.
R. Dennis O’Connell, President
508-349-2162
dennyoc@comcast.net
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Walking in Some of Thoreau’s Footsteps
Each part of the Wellfleet Conservation Trust’s third annual walk on September 12 proved that just when you think you know Wellfleet
there’s always something more to discover.
A hardy group met at the Newcomb Hollow parking lot and hiked through a woodland trail to the
road beside Horseleech Pond, Truro. There John Portnoy gave an exceptionally clear explanation of
glacial movement and the formation Wellfleet and Truro’s ponds, illustrating his points with diagrams
in the sand road.
The walk continued to the Wellfleet Oysterman’s House described in
Thoreau’s Cape Cod. Ginie Page delighted everyone with her selection of passages from Thoreau’s chapter on his visit to the Newcomb
house on Williams Pond. The excerpts she chose included Thoreau’s distressing experience after eating
a bad sea clam and the precautions of his suspicious hostess of locking him into his room for the night.
In the third talk, Herring Warden Jeff Hughes elucidated the herring life cycle by the shores of Herring
Pond and at entrance of the Herring Stream. The herring alewives passage into the series of connected
ponds to spawn and their return trip to the bigger Herring River and out to the sea becomes especially
vivid when you stand by the banks of the small stream that
leads them into and out of the pond area.
Rounding out the walk, the group hiked back Thoreau
Way to Newcomb Hollow with the constant background
sound of the ocean just as Henry David Thoreau had
described it.
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