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Walker Property Conservation Plan Concluded
As of April 30, 2012, WCT has secured 8.3 acres
of wooded slopes, a maple swamp and a small
pond off Cole's Neck Road for perpetual
conservation. The entire property is within the
State's "Priority Habitat for Rare Species." We
have observed considerable wildlife diversity,
including spotted salamanders and their egg
masses. The foliage around the pond returns each
spring bursting into new life with tender shades of
green, dotted with wild phlox, blackberry
blossoms and wild rose. By April, sound arrives
with the chorus of peepers (tiny frogs no bigger

Walker’s Pond

than your thumb nail) joined later by the basso
counterpoint of bullfrogs. In the fall, the foliage
season delights the senses with the vibrant reds and
yellows from the swamp maples that border the
pond. Milkweed pods attract monarch butterflies.
Cattails are interspersed with wild purple and
white asters. The site is also a fly-over for a great
variety of birds and waterfowl; some stay building

nests in the nearby trees and tall grasses around
the pond. Over the next year, we anticipate
installing a small trail so people can enjoy many
perspectives around the pond.
In 1938, Charles "Charley" Walker, Jr. and his
wife, Adelaide, bought a mid-1700's sea captain's
house and the surrounding land. Charley was a
writer, journalist, theatre producer in New York
and a noted translator of ancient Greek plays. The
Walkers brought their young sons, Charles III and
Daniel, each of whom loved the Cape and lived
here for years as adults. In the late 1960's, Daniel
acquired the adjoining property, with a classic
Greek revival house built in 1845. The
grandchildren of Charley and Adelaide are now
actively involved with the continuation of these
family properties, and yet a fourth generation of
great grandchildren are now enjoying the natural
attributes of the land and the antique houses.
Other neighbors will continue to enjoy the
serenity of the pond and woodlands.
This project was approached in two transactions.
The pond and its surrounding slopes were a
donation to WCT. A second transaction was a
bargain sale by the Walkers of a vacant lot that had
been approved for a house with up to six
bedrooms. A large house on this spot could have
stressed the water conditions in the pond, and
most certainly fragmented the natural habitat.
Continued on Page 2
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Walker Property Conservation Plan, continued
WCT is using two state conservation incentive programs to help finance this "Bargain Purchase" opportunity. One
key program is the State's Conservation Land Tax Credit which requires a donation of conservation values by owners
to make them eligible for a refundable tax credit. This is a very useful program for local conservation efforts. Further,
WCT has applied for a State Conservation Partnership Grant to help fund this purchase. We will learn of its success
by year-end. It will be a great relief for us to get this funding assistance, as we did a year ago on the Head of Duck
Creek project. This project furthers many local and state conservation and recreation goals, so we hope the State will
see the wisdom of this purchase.
The photo on page 1 was taken towards the end of last summer when we were starting our discussions with the
Walkers.
We have a short video of the pond on our website: www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org
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SAVE THE DATE!
6th Anniversary Annual Walks in Wellfleet: Saturday, September 8, 2012
Over the past five years WCT has conducted a walk, each to a different area in town that has special
preservation value. These walks have proven to be very informative and popular and many have
participated in each of the previous walks – a testament to the value residents and visitors alike place on
our natural resources.
Please join us on Saturday, September 8th at 9 a.m. for a three hour, three mile walk with stops along the
way to address the historic or conservation value of the land. There are also easy opt-out points for those
who wish a shorter walk. The photo shows one of the places we’ll stop – can you identify where it is?
Join us and hear more about it; it has an interesting history.
We will meet at the Indian Neck Beach parking lot at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, September 8th. The walk will include Chipman’s Cove,
Fox Island Marsh and a return along the beach to the starting point.
We look forward to seeing you.
Where in Wellfleet Are We?

Regarding photo at left: Where in Wellfleet Are We?
Come find out on September 8th. (Quick answer on page 7)
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WHY I JOINED THE WELLFLEET CONSERVATION TRUST...
AND WHY I HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT OUR ACTIONS
My name is Susan Anthony and I am thrilled to be a new year round resident of Wellfleet. And
yet, while I haven’t always lived here full time, Wellfleet has always felt like home to me. For
me, Wellfleet’s restorative powers are in the beauty of a deep blue August sky reflected in still
water, in a sea of golden salt marsh grass meeting a pale blue sky that seems to never end, or in
a solitary walk on a December beach with only shorebirds for company. These priceless sights
and places are what kept me coming back to Wellfleet year after year, and what made me
eventually make the decision to move here full time.
The mission of the Wellfleet Conservation Trust is to protect the natural, open spaces in
Wellfleet that we treasure – to ensure that Wellfleet’s natural beauty will be here, not just for all
of us but for future generations. I recently joined the WCT board because I am deeply
committed to that mission, and I am asking you to continue your giving today for that same
reason; or to become a member, or to help us find new members.
Many of our board’s efforts are described in this newsletter. We work year round identifying
land in need of protection and devising creative and collaborative strategies to acquire it. We
are also clearing trails, picking up highway trash, and managing land that we have already
protected. We welcome you to join us in these hands-on projects. But even if you cannot help
us in person, your financial support is truly essential to our success.
Why is your financial gift so important? The Wellfleet Conservation Trust achieves its mission
through donations of land and, increasingly, by making careful purchases of land at bargain
prices when there is sufficient conservation value to be protected. Because the WCT is a
privately funded trust and not a town or state entity, we are able to act quickly and decisively to
acquire land at risk of being developed when the opportunity arises unexpectedly. However, we
must have a healthy Land Acquisition fund to be able to make our move when key properties
become available. Your financial support now will help us to build that fund, so that we can
remain nimble and in the best position to act when those exciting opportunities arise.
Please support the WCT by making your gift today. We are an all- volunteer organization,
so you can be confident that your gift really does go directly and only towards acquiring and
protecting land in Wellfleet. You may use the envelope in this newsletter or visit our website
at www.wellfleetconservationtrust.org to make a donation. Your investment in the WCT will
preserve the Wellfleet that we all love and ensure that those open meadows, those empty dunes,
and those untouched pine woodlands will still be here for all of us to enjoy.
Sincerely,

Susan Anthony
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Whitman Family and Friends Celebrate Family Ties
and Open Space in Wellfleet
In the late 1930's, Bradley and Constance Whitman took a bold move to acquire most of the northern
end of Indian Neck (adjacent to where the breakwater now is), approximately 36 acres of mostly upland.
The land is between Chipman's Cove and Wellfleet Harbor. They had summers there with their four
children and friends before much development took place. They built a house on one of the lots, set back
from the dunes edge. Since they bought the land, the land has
seen considerable erosion, has been built up by dredge spoils
in the 1950's and has become a very desirable location for
beach goers and wedding parties. The Whitmans never
owned the parcel with the breakwater, but did own virtually
the rest of that tip of Indian Neck. Starting in 1989, the
Constance donated 2 acres to WCT. Then, in 2000, the
Whitman Family and Dennis O’Connell
children sold 31 acres of upland and tidal area to the Town at
prepare to unveil sign
a bargain price. Subsequently the Town has designated 5 of
those acres as Conservation Land (and public beach). Finally, in 2008, they donated the remaining 2 acre
parcel to the Trust and the Town.
On June 16th, the descendants of Bradley and Constance Whitman
(both deceased) came from far and near to have a family reunion on
June 16th. About 40 family members and friends came and shared
the celebration with several members of the Board of Trustees, a
member of the Board of Selectmen and a member of the Town's
Open Space Committee. It was a very joyous event and filled with
Unveiling of Whitman Sign
memories for the family. The Trust had recently installed a sign noting
the most recent gift by the children. Anthony had come in from Tokyo, Japan; Sarah had come in from
Florence, Italy and Diana had come in from Montclair, NJ. Deborah had died in 1979. The greatgrandchildren pulled a sheet off the sign to commemorate the event. The family has scattered again, but
has very fond memories of Indian Neck as it now exists.
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Second Annual Harborfest 2012
The Conservation Trust participated in the Second Annual Harborfest on
June 16, displaying a map of conservation properties in Wellfleet, offering
membership materials and trail guides and talking to many interested and
interesting parties who visited the WCT booth. The sun made brief appearances, but the weather for this event was an improvement over the drizzle and
rain last year. We hope to see you there next year as the Harborfest grows in
popularity as a mid-June event in Wellfleet.

m
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HEAD OF DUCK CREEK UPDATE —
ARE THE TERRAPINS COMING?
Changes continue at the Head of Duck Creek. In mid-April, a group of 17 volunteers did a
considerable amount of clearing of invasive and other non-native vegetation at the Head of Duck
Creek site that was acquired last summer and subsequently "undeveloped." Volunteers
representing Mass Audubon, the Wellfleet Open Space Committee, the Town's Conservation
Commission, AmeriCorps and Trustees and members spent the better part of the day in clearing
and controlling the vegetation and generally cleaning up the site. The access to this site is through
the Mobil gas station, but connects with other WCT lands in the area. The site will be much
more appealing for people and wildlife to use and enjoy the upper part of Duck Creek.

Head of Duck Creek Before

Head of Duck Creek After

Audubon has an interest in this site because
of known nesting by the endangered
Diamondback Terrapins. Audubon is
working for the state to protect nesting
sites and have worked with us at this site
(and other sites around Wellfleet Harbor)
to establish monitoring programs. They
protect nests that are observed by installing
"Predator Excluder Devices" to help in the
survival rates for the Terrapins. The PED's
are small cages that are installed over nests.
The sites are monitored for hatching so the
Terrapins can be released to the salt water
habitat. Audubon has also stated that they
may relocate nests from more risky sites to
our site here, due to our site being in the
desirable habitat. These are referred to a
"Turtle Gardens."
Our Annual Meeting will feature Dr.
Barbara Brennessel discussing her research
on Diamondback Terrapin nesting
requirements. We will then invite Annual
Meeting attendees to join us at this site,
hopefully to observe a PED. The site is
open for visitation at any time, should you
want to stop in.

m
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Clover Update – A Changed Plan But Nearly There
As we went to press for our last newsletter in November, we had passed many hurdles in our quest to
close the Clover acquisition along Old County Road in the South Wellfleet area. We reported to you that
the Town's people had supported our plans, including designating a parcel next to the Clovers for Open
Space and passive recreation. However, the last hurdle was the approval by the State of a LAND grant
for a significant portion of the funding. We had entered into the agreement with the Clover Family
knowing that we must have the grant to close. Much to our great chagrin, the State did not approve our
application, as it did not approve many others around the state, and especially on Cape Cod.
We had to regroup and worked with the Clover family to change the contract to be contingent on getting
Community Preservation Act funding from the Town. We worked with our frequent partner, the Open
Space Committee, to structure the transaction to have the Town to buy a Conservation Restriction from
WCT (and therefore provide needed funding). The Town Meeting approved the $100,000 purchase, so
now we await only the turning of the calendar to July and the certain funding of the Community
Preservation funds.
This project has been a long haul and involved many steps. We certainly appreciate the endurance of the
Clover Family. It will be a great day when closing occurs. Now our only challenge is all the paperwork;
(un)fortunately a process with which we are familiar! Please come to our Annual Meeting on August 11th
to see our joy!
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Earth Day Effort
In support of Earth Day 2012, the Wellfleet Conservation Trust
placed signs in many locations around town. We hope you
noticed them for a week before and after Earth Day, April 22.
The Trust plans to continue the consciousness raising effort in
future years. We welcome your participation. Please let us know
if you are willing to sponsor a sign or place one on your
property next year.

UPCOMING WCT EVENTS - 2012
WHAT

WHEN

WHERE

FEATURES

Wellfleet Conservation
Trust Annual Meeting

Saturday, August 11
10:00am

Wellfleet Senior
Center

Barbara Brennessel, PhD on "Nesting Requirements for the
Diamondback Terrapin." Refreshments will be served.

Sixth Anniversary
Walks in Wellfleet

Saturday, September 8
9:00am

Begins at
Indian Neck Parking Lot

Three hour, three mile walk with stops along the way to
address the historic or conservation value of the land.

State of the Harbor
Conference

Saturday, November 3
8:30am

Wellfleet Elementary
School
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Annual conference for issues and research relating to the
health of Wellfleet Harbor. Q&A, displays and site visits.

WCT Annual Meeting
Saturday, August 11, 2012, 10:00am
Wellfleet Senior Center
WCT will hold its Annual meeting on Saturday, August 11th at 10 a.m. at the Wellfleet Senior
Center on Old County Road.
President, Dennis O'Connell, will review the activities of WCT and the progress we have had in
the past year. Then Barbara Brennessel, PhD, Professor of Biology at the Wheaton College,
Norton, MA will present and discuss "Nesting Requirements for the Diamondback Terrapin."
Following her presentation, we will car-pool for a site review at the Head of Duck Creek, where
we hope to see how the Turtle Gardens are working and to see the great improvements we have
made at that site in the year that we have owned it.
We will have coffee and refreshments, so come early and/or stay late for chats.
Bring a friend to expose them to the good efforts of your Trust.

NEW STATE TAX CREDIT FOR
LAND CONSERVATION
Starting in late 2011, for the first time ever, landowners who engage in
conservation transactions with the Wellfleet Conservation Trust, or other
land trusts or agencies, may be eligible for a powerful new tax benefit –
a refundable State income tax credit worth up to $50,000. While there
have always been income tax deductions available for land gifts on
donor’s federal returns, we have never been able to offer any incentives
on the State tax side. Further at WCT's prompting, we have received a
ruling that this program applies to non-Massachusetts tax filers, also.

Lady Slipper

Remember that this new tax credit is in addition to the regular federal income tax incentives for
charitable contributions of land or interests therein. WCT (President Dennis O'Connell (508349-2162) or our advisor, Mark Robinson (508-362-2565) can be contacted for more details or
a free, confidential consultation. We have now consummated two transactions under this new
program and are anxious to get more done.
Answer: Where in Wellfleet Are We? Sewell’s Gutter
Wellfleet Conservation Trust Newsletter • Summer 2012 • Page 7

Board of Trustees:
Susan Anthony
Richard Ciotti
Frank Corbin
Peter Hall
Robert Hankey
Ned Hitchcock
William Iacuessa
Gary Joseph
Dennis O'Connell
Virginia Page
Don Palladino
Mary Rogers
Marcia Seeler

Printed on
Recycled Paper

P
R

June 2012

E

Dear WCT Members,
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As this letter goes to press the days in Wellfleet are getting longer, the air smells of locust blooms, and lady slippers are
blooming in sun-dappled woods. Inside you’ll find details about our latest projects as we continue to pursue our mission of
preserving open space in Wellfleet. This year the Trust has received gifts of land for preservation and we have also successfully
completed complex transactions with Wellfleet’s Open Space Committee, funding from state grants, and Community
Preservation Act funds.
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Our success has caused us to use the Land Acquisition Fund we had built-up and had held just for such purposes. So now
we need to rebuild our funding capacity. In this Newsletter, you will also find a request to contribute to our capital campaign.
We have been fortunate to receive funding each year from our members over the years, but we have not had a separate
fundraising campaign since 2004. We need your financial support to help rebuild our Land Acquisition Fund.
Your gift of land or money will help us add to the permanently protected lands in Wellfleet. Please contact me, or any of the
Trustees, if you would like to discuss opportunities.

T

Finally, a reminder that our Annual Meeting is August 11th. We hope to see you there!

T

R. Dennis O’Connell, President
508-349-2162
dennyoc@comcast.net
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